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Nb Article was ever mith more force of Spirit, or more grave Authority ſet | 

h ſince the beginning of Chriſtian Religion, than this one of Purgato- 

ry ; never Nation was Converted to the Faith, but had this* Truth not | 

only Taught by Word, but by Miracles alſo Confirmed. W, Allen's De- 
fence of the Catholick Doctrine of Purgatory, p. 112. 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


H 1 $ Colleftion of Miracles was intended as an Ap- 

| i endix to the School of the Eucharit, and to let the 
bloreriets know further, that if the Papilts pleaſe they 

can trump up Miracles to prove all their other Do- 
frines, as well as that ſingle one of Tranſubſtantia- 
tiow, Nay, they hawe out-done their own Buſineſs in that kind, for 
they hawe employed Miracles againſt one another, to prove the contrary 
Points of Doctrme which are among ft themſelves : So that th» World 
' has not only been filled with Roman Catholick, but, for inſtance, 
with Dominican and Franciſcan Miracles. For to paſs by the Tra- 
edy of Jetzer which uw of elder date, it is ell known how the Pul- 
js Eggs in the Canarics have been of late years both Maculiſts and 
Immaculiſts, and have been found in quite contrary Stories, For when 
the Franciſcans were baffled in ther other Arguments, they betook 
themſelves to thus lat and moft unanſwerable Method of Confuting 
their Adwverſaries, and accordingly one of them brings an Fgg to the Bi- 
ſhop of the Canaries, which was well atteſted to be found im a Pullet's 
Neſt, with an Inſcription of Letters which ſeemed to grow in the Shell 
of it, "That the Virgin Mary was Conceived without Original 
Sin. This Miracle ſtunnied the Dominicans for ſome time ; but al- 
ways ſet a PrieFt to catch a Prieit, for by that time the Dominicans 
were Virtuoſo's (ufficient to prepare one, They alſo had a Pullet's Egg out 
of the Neſt with the quite contrary Inſcription upon it : And if the Bi- 
ſhop had not put a ſtop to theſe Proceedings, no body knows where their 
Miracles would have ended. The Truth of this Story is ſo well known 
to th: Fnglith Merchants who have of late been in the Canaries, that 
for the | uſt ance of it I will refer my ſelf to the Spaniſh Walk upon the 
Exchange, and I am ſure I have not willingly varied in any Circum- 


ſtance. 


The PREFACE. 


But will any man of common Senſe call ſuch Forgeries, as all the/® 
ave, by the Sacred Name of Miracles ? Or entitle the little Cheats of 
Prieſts to the Almighty Power of God ? No ſurely ; for not only every 
Chriſtian has a furer Word of Prophecy to | 9 heed unto, but alſo every 
Natural Man has a better Light to guide him, than to be impoſed upon 
by Lying Wonders, For as for Chriſtians, it s a firſt Principle with 
them, That if an Angel from Heaven teach any other Goſpel than what 
they bave received from Chriſt and bus Apoſtles, that cingel i a falſe 
and acenr/ed Spirit, and mot to be believed ; And with mere Natural 
Men it us an undoubted Axiom, That God cannot deny himſelf, nor 
work any Miracle which w Inconſiſtent with his own Divine Nature : 
So that if any pretended Miracles to atteſt ſuch Dottrines as ave contrar 
to the plain and expreſs revelation of Scripture, and to the unchangeable 
Nature of God, we are able at the firſt /s both as Men and Chriſtians, 
to pronounce ſuch Miracles to be fall and counterfeit, Upon both of theſe 
accounts we are ſure that the School of the Euchariſt xs an heap of For- 
geries, which are not fit to be endured either by Men or Chriſtiavls, For 
the Dofrine of Tranſubſt antiation, in bthalf of which God 1s ſaid to have 
wrought all thoſe amazing Miracles , is expreſly contrary to Scripture, 
which teaches ws, That Chr, 's Body is atrue Humane Body, in Humane 
Shape and Proportions : Whereas Tranſubſt antiation quite contrary makes 
10 more but a bi Breaden Apparition wo the ſelf ſume Body , and will 
force ws to believe, That it is in the form of a Crumb of Bread, Again, 
_ all Miracles wrought in behalf of Tranſubſt amtiation, are wrought to 
Prove, That both the ſides of an infinite number of Contradittions are 
True ; But as we are men we are infallibly certain, that it is Impoſſible 
for both ſides of a Contradittion to be True : From whence we are a- 
like certain , That it is Impoſſible for the God of Truth to ſet his Seal to 
Tranſubſt antiation, that is to ſay, to ſuch a number of Falſhoods, 

The ſame may be ſhown in the other Points of Popery, as Invocation of 
Saints and Angels , Worſhip of Images , Worſhip of Relicks, or Dead 
Aens Bones, Prayers in an Unknown Tongue, &c, which are downright 
Contradictions both ;o the Dotrine of Seripture, as alſo to the Principles 


of Natural Light, and the everlaſting Notions which we bave of God. 


But becauſe Purgatory s the matter which lies before us, 1 ſhall chuſe 
rather to inſtance in that. | 
Trid. Ca- £414 1. The Popiſh Dofrine which ſays, That amongſt the Rece- 
tech. Sub ptacles or Apartments of Hell, there is a Purgatory-tire where- 
Artic. with the Souls of the Godly being tormented tor a limiced time 
De are cleanſed from Sin, that ſo they may have a pailage into their 
eſcendir . . | . 
ad Inferos Ecernal Country into which no unclean thing ſhalll enter, z jw 


ScR. s, Py J 


The PREFACE. 

hy anct ben Gufpel ;, for Þ ol he World 36 ſhew mo where our Sa. 
wiour or hu Apoſtles have Preaebed any fuch Gofpel > Nay, it « 4 
contrary. Goſpel, for it hand» in a direl# and diamitrical oppoſition to the 
principat Dottrines of — as has been largely and learnedly 
ſhewn by De. Sherlock i» The Second Part of bx Preſervative againt 
Popery. Bo that if the Papifts had fourty times more Miracles than 
they hawe for the eff abliſhneent of Purgatory, yet while we are Chri- 
fans we muit rejeth both it and them as ies and Falſhoods. 

2. As Wwe are men we are able to ſhew the falſhood of that Dofrine, 
and conſequently of all the Miracles wrought im behalf of it. For let men 
call an old Heatbeniſh Poetical Fiftion Z the Name of an Article of the 
Carholick Faith, the new Name does not alter the nature of the Thing, 
mor make a Fittion to be a Truth, 

I ſhall therefore examine Purgatory as a Dottrine of the Poets, but 
by no means \ a Dottrine of Chriſtianity, and conſider what a wiſe 
Heathe would have fuid'toit, And 1. He would ſay, That to ſuppoſe 
the Sos of the Godly to be an uncltan Thing, u a contradiftion in terms ; 
for an unclean Soul. i3 | an wngodly Soul. 2. He would ſay, That Fire 
1s 10 means of purging' away the Defilements of a Soul, nor can a ſþirt- 
tmal' (ubſt ance. be: chymically prepared for Heaven. 3. He would make 
work with their-comtradittions Charity in Praying for Souls out of Purs 
gatery; im" yg hving Alms and' ſaying Maſſes to help them out, when yet 
they-ſtedfaftly- believe with a Divine Faith, that thoſe Souls were ſent 


thuher on purpoſe for their good, and that if the puniſhments of Purgatory * 


be not neceſſary for their emtrance into: Heaven, they went thuther in 


vain. 4. Though he were' a wery. Philoſopher , he would [mile as 


much, to think how one man's Alms or Ave s ſhould ſupply the place of a 


purging Fire \ and refine another man's dyoſs, as he would to think how 
one man's baking- Phyſek-ſhowld make another man Well, In ſhort, he 


would think of this Dottrine, and of all the Miracles which ſupport it, 
as he ought to think, 


Thus ts a ſure way of judging concerning all other Popiſh Miracles , 


even of the great Xavier's,which the Author of the Pulpit Sayings, p.21- 
brags to have gained credit among#t Proteſtants themſelves. But for 
certain thoſe Proteſt ants had never read Xavier's Perſic Goſpel , tranſ- 
lated as I remember by Ludovicus de Dieu, for then they mui} have 


concluded, that God would never give bus Letters of Credence to ſuch a . 


fale, Aggthe, nor employ his own Almighty Power to gain belief to ſuch 


an heap of Falſhoods as there zs, yea though they be mixed with ſome. 


Truths, for the Devil himſelf never [poke all Lies. 
| | G 
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It is eaſie to apply this Rule , which can never fail, to all the Mire 
cles in thu following Colletion , which are ſuch as cannot be reconciled 
with Chriſtianity, nor the natural Notions which we'have of God, God 
and Nature do nothing invaing But can any thing be more vain and 
[portive than theſe Matebes of Miraeles, which we have p. 32 and 44 ? 
Where Ommipotency is employed to leſs purpoſe, than the Capping of Ver: 
{es betwixt two School-boys, or than if one of them ſhould ſtand to blow 
out a Candle, while the other blew it in again. nd if thoſe Miracles 
which paſſed betwixt St. Molva and St. Modoc, p. 44. have any 
meaning at all, they tend only 10 confirm the Dottrine of Abſt aining from 
Meats ; which Doctrine has but a very bad Charatter, 1 Tim. 4. 3. 
and therefure thoſe Miracles are undoubted Impoſtures. For the Dottrines 
of Dewils ſhall never be confirmed with God s Miracles. 

But every Reader is able to judge for himſelf, which of theſe Miracles 
are to 1 purpoſe, and which are for the Prieſts porpoſe and to make the 
. Popiſh Pot boyl, as the Fire of Purgatory plainly & 3 which are for the 
honour of the Saint , and. the, diſhenour of God 3 which are fit to enſlave 
men's minds, and which are. fit to widen their Belief, that they may the 
more eaſily ſwallow the Myſteries of Popery 5 and in a word, which 0 
them ſerve beſt for thoſe Superſtitions and Antichriſtian Uſes, which the 
Church of Rome knows wery well how. to put them to. And therefore 
I ſhall only take notice of one ſingle Miracle, but it was a Breeder and 
had a great many more in the belly of it, and that us the Staff of Jelus, 
. which Juſtus the Hermite was ordered to deliver to St, Patrick, of which 
you have an Account Pp. 42, 43- Now I only ack, Whether the Chri- 
ftians ſaid their Creed that Morning, when Feſus Chriſt had lain all Night 
at Juſtus's Cell, and when he delryered to bim the Staff ? For at that 
time either the Article of hs ſitting in Heaven, or elſe bs delroering of 
the Staff, and aſcending afterwards into Heaven, was not true, And 

I defire ſome Romiſh Prieſt to tell me which it was. 
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The Eliſtery of a Man, that having experienc'd the Pains of Pur- 

- gatory, choſe mucn rather to ſafer the Miſeries of Humane 
Life, for many Tears together, than Three Days Torments in 
Purgatory. 


© 0 


E read in St. Antonin, that a Man who had been ex- 
tremely debauch'd, was viſited by God with a long 
and painful Sickneſs. As he was a great lover of 
his Pleaſure ,' and his Diftemper putting him. as ic 

were upon the rack, he at length loſt all Patience, and earneſtly be- 

ſought our Lord, ithat he would ſend Death. to him. An Angel ap- 
peared to him, that offered him the choice, either to continue fick as 
he was two Years longer , or ſpend: three Days in Purgatory. This 

Man being only ſenſible of his preſent pain, prefecr'd three Days in 

Purgatory, before a two Years ſickneſs. But hardly had he been 

an Hour in thole Dreadful Flames, but that the ſame Angel came 

to viſichim there, and aske him in what condition he found: himſelf. 

Ah! he anſwer'd, you have deceiv'd me: For I was to have been but 

three Days in Purgatory, and whereas I have now been ſeveral Years 

here. No,the Angel retorted,T have notdeceived you. Bur it is the vio- 
lence of your pains, that makes you think the little time yoy have 
been here fo long. Ah! for God's ſake, y_ by he, doſo as that Imay 

234in returninto life; For I am ready to fuffer all the pains of my Di- 

!l2zmper, not only during two Years, but as long as it ſhall pleaſe God 

to afflict and puniſh me. He obtain'd what he required, and never 

alter did he complain of the pains he —_— Le Pedag: Chriſtien,p.5 08. 
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Purgatory Prov'd by Miracles : 


How a certain Holy Perſon was induc'd to Pray for Souls in Pur- 
gatory. . 


Holy Man, call'd Brrtrand, a Provincial of the Order of St. Do. 
A minique, ſaid Maſs daily for the expiation of his own fins, without 
troubling himſelf with offering it to God for the repoſe of Souls in Pur- 
gatory. Being one dayaskt the reaſon of this, he an{wer'd, That thoſe 
Souls were ſecur'd of their ſalvation,and by conſequence, that they had 
leſs need of Prayers than the living. The Night following a dead man 
appeared ten times to him, knocking his hand againſt his Coffin, and 
making a ſhew as if he would maul him. Which poſleſs'd him with (6 
great a fear, that he roſe up betimes in the _— and wentto lay 
Maſs for the Dead ; and all the reſt of his Lite he ſpent in procuring 
by all ſorts of means their eaſe and delivery. Pedag. Chreft. p. 512. 


The Account of a Man in Purgatory, for negleftting to Pray for 
the Dead, | nk 


N the Year 1541. a holy religious Prieſt, of the Order of St: Francs, 

appeared after his Death to a Novice, who pray'd for him, and 

told he was in Purgatory, becauſe he had been negligengin praying 
for the Dead. Pedag. Chreft. p. 513. } | 


A Virgin, after having been in Purgatory,and Heaven itſelf, returns 
«pon Earth, for the good and = AA of Sinners. 


G7: Chriſtina,a Virgin,and Native of Sr. Throw in Hasbaye,being dead, 
her Soul was convey'd into a place, where they ſuffer'd {nch horri- 
ble torments, that ſhe thought it to be Hell ; but an Angel afſur'd her, 
that it was only Purgatory. 'From thence ſhe was carried into Heaven 
before the Throne of God, wholeft it to her choice, whether ſhe would 
remain eternally with the Bleſſed in glory, or be re-united to her Body, 
to labour for the deliverance of thoſe Souls which ſhe had ſeen ſuffer 
ſuch dreadful Puniſhments, and afterwards return into Heaven, there 
to receive the Crown which ſhe had merited by. her good Works. She 
took this laſt courſe,and at the ſame inſtant ſhe re-entred into her Body, 
which waslaid publickly atthattime in the midſt of the Church,while 
they were laying Maſs. From that time this Saint perform'd ſuch rigo 
rous Penances, and ſuch amazing Mortifications,that ſhe juftly acquired 
the Sir-name of Admirable, Le Pedag. Chreſt. p. 513. The 


ColleSed out of Roman-Catholick, Authors. 


The Thanks of the Dead, for the Prayers of the Living. 


= Liebert Biſhop of Cambray,one day praying in St. Nicholas's GChurch- 
yard, in the ſame City, tor thoſe that were there enterr'd, and 
with great devotion ſaying this Verſe, which the Church ſo often 
ſings : May the Souls of all the Faithful that are Dead reſt -in Peace ; 
a Voice was heard in the Air, that anſ{wer'd cheartully and diſtinctly, 


So\be it. Le Ped. Chreſt. p. 514- 
A _ that devoted his Whole Life for the Redemption of the Dead. 


yu Ximenes, of the Company of Feſas, a religious Man of extraordi- 

nary Vertue, praying for the Dead onthe day of Al Saints, before 
the Image of the Immaculate Conception of our Lady, heard a Voice 
that ſaid to him, Ximenes,remember you the Souls that are in Purgatory. Which 
ſo ſenſibly affeed him, that he offer'd to God for them all his Morti- 
fications, all his Good Works, and generally all the Acts of Vertue, 
whether Interior, or Exterior, that he was to do from that time till 
death. Le Peday. Chreſt. p. 515. 


St. Thomas Aquinas his Purgatory Expeditions. 


__ Thomas Aquinas, ſaith the Reverend Father Ribadeneyra, in his 
Flowers of the Lives of Saints, was wont to demand three things of 
Almighty God with great Inſtance : The firſt was force to ſerve him 
wichout ever relenting in that firſt Primitive fervour wherewith he 
had undertaken his ſervice. The ſecond, that he would be pleaſed 
to keep him always in the humble and poor condition of a Religi- 
ous ſtate, which he had made profeflion of. And the third was, 
that he would reveal unto him, what ſtate his Brother Arnold was 
in, whom the Emperour Comrade had put to death , becauſe he 
ſtuck to the Party of the Church. All which three things our Lord 
granted him in ample manner. . For he gave him Grace to perſevere 
in his ſervice until death in his Religious Order, with great ſanity ; 
and he revealed unto him in a Viſton, that his Brother was in the 
ſtate of Salvation; our Lord recompencing the Death which he was 
put unto for his Service and for the Defence of the Church. His 
Sifter, that had taken a Religious Courſe, appzared once unto him, 
Whilſt he was praying , and told him , that ſhe was in Purgatory, 
. demanding the Afliſtance of his Sacrifices and other Prayers, The. 
daint was very careful to help her —_— Faſtings, —_— 
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Purgatory Proe/d by Miracles : 
both by himſelf and by other Religious Men. And few days after, 
ſhe appeared again for to thank him for the benefic he had procu- 
red unto her, for that ſhe was now in Glory. St. Thomas asked her, 
of the condition of his ewo Brothers, and of his own ſtate, X#hethy 
ir were good in the preſence of God ? She anſwered, That their Brother 
Landultfe was in Purgatory, and Arnold was at re#t ; and that for what 
concerned himſelf, he was in the Grace of God, and that ſhortly they ſhould 
all of them meet together, but he ſbould be far higher in glery, for his good 
Service and Pains taken in the Church. Moreover, at another time, 
when he was one Night praying in the Church of his Convent, at 
Naples, Fryar Romanws, who ſucceeded him in the Chair of - Divinity 
in France, being lately deceaſed, appeared unto him, Sr. Thomas ha- 
ving yet underſtood nothing of 'his death 5 after that he knew him, 
and was told by him, that he:was departed out of this World, he 
inquired of - him, Fhether hi Services were acceptable unto God, and if 
he 'were in the ſtate 'of Grace? 'Romanus bid him, go on and perſevere 
in the ſlate he was in, for it was wvery good, and God was well pleaſed 
with it, Fhen St. Thomas asked 'Romanys, how all things went with 
i*bim, and where he was? To whom he replied, that he was now in 
Heawen ; but had been fiftcen days in Purgatcry for a neglet# which he had 
committed in ihe Executucn of the Biſhop of Paris has Will, im a Matter which 
 enght/to have been performed out of hand, and was delayed by his fault. 
Tome other things did Sr. Thomas ask him, and was fatish'd in them 
all, after which-Rcmaryws vaniſhed, leaving him in great comfort and 
conſolation. For when God will reveal fomeſecrets-unto his ſervants, 
he uſeth firſt to-give them a Deſire, and moveth them by his Holy In- 
ſpirations for to: demand them of him, giving them -an affured confi 
dence of - obtaining what they ask : upon which Ground they walk 
ſecurely, which they could not do, if that Divine Motion were want- 
ing, and if throvgh a vain curioſity they did pretend to. know the ſe- 
cret Judgments of our I ord, and the ſtate of Souls departed out of this 
Life: as many times it falleth out. . Far. Peter. Ribadeneyra's Flowers of 
the Lives of the Saints, p. 204. 


"Whence came the Cuſtom of ſaying Thirty Maſſes for the:Dead, which 
are called the Maſſes ef $t. Gregory. 


QT: Grg"7 the great Pope. and Dodtor, came to.undetſtand that a 
_ \J«certain Monk that was ſick, and ready to die, -had hoarded up 


Flows of three hundred Crowns. This ſeemed unto him to: be-fo: grievous an 
: tbe Saints, Offence, that he commanded the Prior of the Monaſtery, whoſe name 


was Preciofas, *© ſee that none of the Religious ſhould viſit -him, _ 
0 


+ , - 
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ford him any Comfort ; to the end that ſeeing himſelf thus negleted 
'by all, he might at leaſt in that Extremity, acknowledge his Fault, do 
Penance, and come to be ſaved. The poor man died, and the Saint 
would not permit his Body to be buried wich the reſt, but to be caſt 
-upon a Dunghil, together with his three hundred Crowns : and all the 
Monks ſaid, Pecunia Tua tecum fit in Perditionem ; Thy Money periſh with 
thee, This Rigor was very profitable: for when the Proprietory Monk 
perceived :that all. abhorred him, he had great feeling of his Crime, 
and dicd penitent: and the reſt, that they might not incur the like 
Puniſhmenr, laid at the Abbots feet all they had, even thoſe things 
which they might keep according to the Rule. After thirty days, the 
holy Father taking compatllion-ot the Soul of this poor man, comman- 
ded Precio/zs to lay Mats for him every day for thirty days conſequent- 
ly ; at the end whereof the deceaſed Monk appeared to a Brother of 
kis, that was a Religious Man, and told him, That he had been in Pur- 
gatoryuntil that day, but that now by the mercy of God he was going toGlo- 
ry. Andthis wasthe effect of the thirty Maſles which St. Gregory com- 
manded to be ſaid for him. Whence came the cuſtom of ſaying 
thirty Maſles for the .Dead.; which are called, The Maſſes of Sains 


Gregory. 


Se. Staniſlaus Biſhop and Martyr, raiſes up a Man tb life that had 
been three years dead, to be his Witneſs in a Proceſs he had de- 


pending. 


TT Reverend Father R:ibadeneyra, in his ſaid Flowers of the Lives The Flow- 


of the Saints, does acquaint us in the Life of St. Staniſlaus Biſhop 
and Martyr, how that that: holy Biſhop had bought, for the benefit. of 


his Church, a piece-of Land of a Rich man named Peter, and had p. 24. 


faithfully . paid him the price of it; but yet could not ſhew ſufficient 
Evidencestor ' the proot of the ſame. The man that fold him this 
Land had now been dead three years: And his Heirs, for .to pleaſe 
the King, who bore a great enmity to the Saint, and to make their 
benefit of ſo fair an occation, complained of the1Biſhop in. a Juridical 
Court,'that he had ſeized upon an-Inheritance that belonged to them. 
The Buſineſs was brought-to be examined before the King ; who find- 
ing that the Biſhop wanted ſome neceſſary Writings, and that the Wit- 
nefles, for fear of his.diſpleaſure, - durſt not inform the Court of the 
Truth, condemned:him to reſtore the Lands to Perer's Heirs, as due 
.and proper to them by right of Inheritance. The Saint demanded 
three days for to- bring Peter before them, of whom he had Bought the 


Land, and who, as we ſaid, had been dead and buried three you be- 
ore, 


Purgatory Prow'd by Miracles : 


fore. They eaſily granted him his demand, making a jeſt and ſport 
of it. But the Saint' faſted, watcht and pray'd with great fervour and 
inftancy, begging of ohr Lord, That ſeeing the Cauſe was hi, and that it 
was he who as wronged and injured by that unjuſt Sentance, he would be 
pleaſed to take the whole Buſineſs in hand, and riſe up in hs own defence. 
At the end of three days, having offered up the Holy Sacrifice of 
Mfs, he went unto the Grave where Peter lay buried, and made the 
GraveNone be taken away, and the Earth opened until the Body ap- 
peared : Then touching the ſaid Body with his Crofjer-ſtaff,' com- | 
manded Peter to riſe. At which inftant the dead Body obeying the 
Voice of. the living Saint, Peter roſe up and followed him to the Courr, 
where the King was, accompanied with all his Nobles and Judges. 
To whom Sr. Staniſlares ſpoke thus : Look here zs Peter,of whom I bought 
the Land; who having been dead, us riſen gain, and now ſtandeth before 
you. Ak of him if it be true that I paid bim entirely that for which he 
ſold and I bought that Land for the Church. - The man z ſufficiently known, 
ha Grave is open : It xs God who raiſed him to life, for the confirmation and 
aſſured proof of thus Verity. His Word ought to be a more certain and infal- 
lible Argument of it,- than all the Teſtimony of Witneſſes , or Evidence of 
Writings that can be alledged. This fo great and maniteſt a Miracle did 
extreamly daunt the Courage of the Biſhop's Adverfaries, and ſtruck 
them to the very heart, ſo that they remained quite dumb, and had 
not one word to ſay : For Peter declared publickly the Trath, and ve- 
ry gravely and ſcriouſly warned his Heirs to ds Penance for this their 
ſm, and for having ſo much moleſted the holy Prelate, contrary to all Equity 
and Fuſtice, St. Staniſlaus offered Peter, if he deſired to remain Wi 
years in Life, to obtain it for him of Almighty God. Burt he choſc 
rather to return to his Grave, and die again preſently, than to abide 
in fo troubleſome and dangerous a Life: and told the Saint, That be 
was in Purgatory, and that yet he had ſomething to ſuffer in ſatufa#ion for 
the remmant of his ſins : and that he had rather be ſecure of his ſalvation, al- 
though it were by undergoing the reſt of the pain and torment due to his for- 
mer fins, than engage himjelf in the hazard and jeopardy, by embarking a- 
mew to be toſſed in the ſtormy and tempeſt uors Sea of thu wicked World. 
That he begged of him to beſeech our Lord to remit and pardon him the reſt 
of hs Puniſhment, - and to releaſe him ſoon out of that Priſon, and bring him 
ro enjoy his glory in the bleſſed company of Saints, When he had ſaid this, 
St. Sraniflans accompanied him to the Grave, and a multitude of peo- 
ple went along wichthem. Perer laid himſelf down in his Tomb, and 
"compoſed himſelf for his laſt Reſt ; and begging of all the Atſembly 
for to recommend his Soul unto our Lord, died the ſecond time, for 
to go to hive eternally wich Almighty God. 
St, 
| 
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St, Tereſa by her Prayers reſcues a Perſon out of Purgatory. 


| A Certain Gentleman, who had given the Saint ( viz. Tereſa ) an The F'!ow- 
Inheritance-for the founding of a Monaftery in alliodel/id, nat. *!* of the 

long after ſuddenly fell ſick and died, and his Speech failing him, he no-#-M 
wasnot-ableto make a full Confeſſion, although the gave great ſigns of Pp. 793. : 
Contrition. She hearing of his Death, was much aftlicted for him, 

fearing left perhaps his Soul was damned ; and as ſhe was recommen- 

ding him to God, our Lord told lier, That his ſalvation had been in 

great danger, and that he had ſhewed him mercy for the ſervice he had 

done his Mother, giving her a Houle tor the building of a Monaſtery 

there of her Order, and that he ſhould come out of Purgatory when 

the firſt-Maſs ſhould be ſaid there, and not before. The Saint having 

heard this, being fo full of Charity as ſhe was, for that ſhe had always 

before her Eyes the grievous pains that this Soul endured, could find 

no repoſe until ſhe had founded the Monaſtery. And to the end that 

we might know of the compathion that our Lord has of the Souls that 

are in Purgatory, and how pleaſing and grateful that.is unto.him, 

which is done for them, himſelf one day, ſeeing that the Saint, by rea- 

ſon of certain Afﬀairs which occurred, made fome delay to go to Yallio. 

dolid to found the ſaid Monaſtery, haſtened her on as the was in Pray- 

er, bidding her to make haſt away,for that that Soul ſuffered much. And 

all was fulfilled as had-been revealed unto her: for. Maſs being.ended, 

and the Saint approaching to receive the Holy Comminion, theiGen- 

tleman who had been Maſter ofthe Houſe and Garden, where ſhe.and 

her Companions now were, appeared unto her with a glorious and 
chearful countenance, and thanked her wich joyned hands for that 

which ſhe had done tor his delivery out of Purgatory ; and after this 

he mounted up to Heaven. | 


A Viſion of Purgatory, Hell, and Paradiſe. 


Certain Husbandman, called Tharcillus, living at Tidftude a Vil- Matt: oe 
lage in the Biſhoprick of London, a perſon very hoſpitable to his POO 
capacity, while he was in his Field, Fil;anzs the Hoſpitator appeared 
to him, bidding him be ready at night, when he would call upon him, 
there being matters to be divinely thew'd him, that were beyond the 
apprehenſions of Humanity. Accordingly he came, and bidding 
Thurcillws to leave his Body to reſt in his Bed, for that his Soul was 
only to troop along with him. 
| Comingto about the-nddle of the World, they cntred into a glo- 


r10us 


Purgatory Prov'd by Miracles : 


rious Court that had a wonderful light ariſing, ſaid the Guide, from: 
the decimation of the Juſt, Here they met with St. Fames, who had 
ſent for this Stranger, and he bid Sr. 7qan and Sr. Domnias, the Kee- 
pers of the place, ſhew the Stranger the your places of the Wicked, 
and the Manſions of the Juſt. Hereupon St. Fulian inform'd him that 
this was the Court for all Souls newly departed their Bodies ; and there: 
the Places and Manſions were ſortedand aſlign'd as well for thedamn'd, 
asfor thoſe that were toundergothe torments of Purgatory. This place 
was conſticured by our Saviour upon the Intercefiion of the glorious 
Virgin Mary, for the reception of Souls that are new born in Ch:iſt, 
that they may there convene as ſoon as they leave the Body, to be 
tryd according to their Works, wichout any invaſion of the. Devils. 
And this is call'd the Congregation of Souls. The Souls of the Juſt 
were perfectly white, and-had the Aſpetts of Youths. Without this 
Wall was the place of puniſhment for thoſe that usd injuſtice in mat- 
ter of Tythes, and the Saint perceiving, by our Strangers coughing, in 

afling by it, that he had been tardy in- that baſineſs, he commanded 
him to make a publick Conteſhon of: it at his return before the whole 
Congregation, and require Abſolution from the Prieſt. 

Eaſtwardly between two Walls, was a vaſt place of Purgatory-fire, 
and beyond it a Pond to renſe Souls in:thac had wade through Pur- 

atory, the water being ſalr and cold beyond compariſon. Over this 
urgatory St. Nicholas was the Overſcer. 

There was a mighty Bridge all beſet with Nails and Spikes,. and 
leading to the Mount of Joy : On which Mount was a-ftately Church, 
ſeemingly capable to contain all the Inhabiranty of the World, and 
mto which the Souls were no ſooner entred, but that they forgot all 
their former torments. 

Returning to the firſt Church, there they found Sr. Michael the 
Archangel, and the Apoſtles Perer and Paul, St. Michael caus'd all the 
white Souls to paſs through the Flames, unharm'd, to the Mount of 
Joy; and thoſe that had black and white ſpots, St. Perer led into Pur- 
gatory to be purified. 

In one part fate St. Pau!, and the Devil oppoſite to him with his 
Guards, with a pair of Scales between them, weighing all ſuch Souls 
as were all over black 3 when upon weighing a Soul the Scale turn'd 
toward Sr. Paul, he ſent it to Purgatory there to expiate its ſting ; 
when towards the Devil, his Crew with great triumph plung'd it into 
che flaming Pit. 

' Now it happened one Evening that they ſaw a Devil coming full 
ſpeed upon a black Horſe, whom his Companions went out to meet 


with great triumph. - St, Domnixs forc'd the Fiend to te him _ 
| Sou 
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ſoul it was he ſo racked with riding. He anſwered, That it was a Peer 
of England, who di'd the night before, without Confeſſion, or recei- 
ving our Lord's Body : That he had render'd his People very miſerable 
upon the inſtigation of his Wife; and that having turn'd him into that 
Horſe-like form,he had brought him down to eternal puniſhment. And 
then the Fiend caſting his Eyes upon the Ruſtick, 7bo's he, quoth he to 
the Saint? Quoth the Saint, Doſ# not know him ? ſaid the Fiend,I ſaw ths 
man at Tidltude Church in Eiſex at the time of its Dedication. Cry'dthe 
Saint, How went you in? To whom the Fiend anſwe1'd, I a Womans 
Garb ; by the ſame token that commg up to the Font, and meaning to gointo 
the Chancel, the Deacon met me with a holy Water-ftick, and ſo frighted me 
with the ſprinkling of that Water, that giumg a skream, I leapt at once two 
furlongs from the Church into a Field. And the Ruſtick did affirm, that 
he and others had heard the noiſe, but were altogether ignorant of the 
meaning. | 

Then the Ruſtick, under the prote&ion of the Saints, ſaw the Devils 
Stage Plays: Firſt, they introduc'd a proud man in his Robes, ſtrut- 
ting along big, cocking his Eye-brows, uttering ſwelling Words, in ſhort 
having all the manners of Imperioufnels and Arrogancy ; but while he 
was threatning horcible Executions, and priding himſelf in his Trap- 
pings, all on the ſudden they turn'd into a flame about him, burning 
him moſt diſmally, and then the Devils ſeizing him, tormented him 
beyond what humane Malice can imagine. 

Then entrcd a Prieſt, whole Tongue they toar out, and then made 
him ſuffer the ſame torments as the proud man, for nor having goon 
his Flock cither Exortation, or a pious Example, or Prayers, or Maſles, 
for the temporal Goods he received from it. 

Then came a Souldier arm'd Cap-a-pee,and mounted on a black Horle, 
prauncing and brandiſhing his Spear againſt the Devils, and boaſtin 
of his Exploits ; bur after ſome play, they difmount him, and he had 
the ſame fate as the former. 

Then they introduc'd a Lawyer,the moſt famous of all Englend,but 
ended his lite miſerably in the very year of this Viſion. He was wont 
to take Fees on both ſides, and the Fiends now torc'd him to ad the 
lame over again: for he advis'd here on the right and left, and took, 
_ counted, and pocketed the Moneys he thus received from both Parties. 
But the Devils having diverted themſelves with his acting in this man- 
. er, ona ſudden they turned all his Money into a boiling Liquor, and 
compell'd him to ſwallow it, attending this with fundry other extremi- 
ties of torments. His Wife was alſo there in burning Durance, tor 
having pretended a Ring of hers to have been ſtollen, and causd Ex- 
communication thereupon to be pronoung'd ; whereas ſhe had igno- 
rantly laid ic up in her Gabinet C Then 


- 


ro 


poſtures, before the whole Afſemb 
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: Then came an Adulterer and an Aqulterels, repreſenting the very a& 
of Copulation, with the molt filthy. venerial-motions, and immodeit 
. And then becoming as it were 
diſtracted, they fell bicterly upon one another, changing their luperti- 
cial Love into Cruelty and Hatred. And then were by the Infernals, 
inlike manner as the former; as alſo all Fornicators are, with puniſh- 


ments beyond deſcription, Rn 
 _ Then two-Backbirers enterd with wry faces and odd grimaces. 
The two heads of a burning Spear were pur into their mouths; whick 


knawing upon with diſtorted looks they quickly met at the middle,and 
then tearing, one another, they all embru'd their-aces with biring, 

Then Thieves, Incendiaries, and Violators of holy places, were in- 
troduc'd, . and were rack'd by the Devils upon burning Wheels, and 
ſundry other Inſtruments of torment. 

The Ruſtick likewiſe ſaw near the entrance of the lower Hall as it 
were four Streets; the firſt was full of innumerable Furnaces and Caul- 
drons fill'd with flaming Pitch & otherLiquids,and boiling of ſouls, whoſe 
heads were like thoſe of black Fiſhes inthe ſeecthing Liquor. The ſecond 
had its Cauldrons: ſtar'd: with Snow and Ice, to torment fouls with 
horrid Cold: - The third -had thereof boiling Sulphur and other mate- 
rials affording the worſt of ſtinks for the vexing of ſouls that had wal- 
low'd in the Flch of Luſt. The fourth had Cauldrons of a moſt horrid 
{alt and black Water. Now ſinners of all ſorts were alternately tor- 
mented in theſe Cauldrons, | 

Now returning to the Temple, upon the Mount of Joy, the Ruſtick 
had a ſight of the introduction of pure white ſouls, and was made ſenſi- 
ble how much they were help'd to the poſſeflion of eternal Joys,by the 
means of the Maſles of their Friends in the World : nay, and ſaw ma- 
ny of his Acquaintance dancing Attendance upon Sr. Michael for ad- 
mittance. That Saint likewiſe ſhew'd him the ſeveral Manſions and 
Apartmentsof choſe that gradually mounted up to infinite Happinels ; 
and how they at certain hours each day heard Canticles from Hea- 
ven, as if all the ſorts of Muſick in the World had joyn'd in confort. 

Then he led him to a place all bedeckt with infinite variety of Flow- 
ers and Herbs,having a moſt clear Fountain branching it ſelf into four 
ſtreams of a various Liquor and colour. Upon this Fountain ſtood a 
moſt beautiful Tree of a wonderful bigneſs, and immenſe height, afford- 
ing all ſorts of Fruits, and the flayour of all Spices. Under this Tree, 
near the Fountain, lay a man of a graceful mien and Gigantick ſtature, 
having a Veſtment on from hisbreaſtto his feet, of various colours and 
wonderful beauty : he ſeem'd to laugh with one Eye, and weep with 
the other, This is Adam, quoth St. Michael, who by his —_— Eye 

enotes 
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detiotes the joy he receives from the ineffable glorification ofthis Sons 
that are t0' be faved ; and by the other 'weeping one, denqunces the 
ſorrow he undergoes on the account'of the rebrobation-of ſome of his 
Sons, and the juſt Judgment of God upon the damned. The Veſt- 
ment with which he is covered, but not a compleat Robe, is the Veſt 
of Immortality and Glory, which he was ſtript of at his firſt prevari- 
cation: forhe began to receive this Veſt from Abel his juſt Son, till now 
thro! the whole ſucceflion of his juſt Sons. And as the Ele& ſhine with 
various Virtues, ſo this Veſt is pictured of a various colour. When the 
number of the Ele& Sons ſhall be compleat, then Adam ihall be all o- 
ver cloatl'd with a Robe of Immortality and Glory ; and ſo the World 
ſhall be at an end. | 

' Then the Saint led the Ruſtick into a much more raviſhing place 
than any yet ſeen, and there ſhew'd him Sr. Catharina,St. Margareta,and 
St. Oſitha, whoſe beauty having admired,Ss. Michael bid St. Fulan con- 
vey him back to his Body, and accordingly did ſo, but how is not 
known. He lay as it were in a Trance for two days and two nights 
after; but after that repairing to Church, he was ſollicited by the Prieſt 


and his Pariſhoners to acquaint'them with his Revelations ; but hede- 


clining ſo to do, Str. Fulian appear'd to him the night, following; and 
commanded him to gratifie them in that point. And in obedience. to 
the Saint, he gave an account of his Viſion in the Eng/ſh Tongue,. with 
ſuch Eloquence as created admiration tn all his Auditors ; and the 
more.as having been known to have ever been-a man of narrow fence 
and few words. 


The occaſion of the Ieftitution of a ſet and ſolemn day, for the P raying 
_ for Souls out of Purgatory. 


If 


H E Cardinal Peter Damian, a very holy and. very learned.man, The Flow 
writesin the Life of $r.04:1o Abbot of Cluny, ..(C who ditd in the * of 


year of »onr Lord 1048.) that a Religious man of France returning from 


was an holy 'Hermite,who told him,that there hard by were great burn- 
ing flaming fires, where the ſouls of the. Dead were tormented; that 
he heard the Devils oftentimes howl and complain, for that by the 
Prayers and/Alms of the Faithful, rhe pains which thole ſouls ſuffered 
were mitigated, and-che fouls freed our of: their hands; and that parti- 
 cularly-they complained of Odio Abbot, and: his Monks,tor their care 
and vigilance in favouring and helping them: and conjured the Reli- 
gious man, becauſe he was a French-man, ahd knew the Monaſtery of 
Cluny, (as: he faid) and the Abbot Ouilo, to entreat the laid 'Abbot, and 


C2 to 


the 


Hieruſalem,was by a Tempeſt carried toan Iſland or Rock, where there p, 


ves of 
Saints, 
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to charge himin his name to perſevere inchat holy Exerciſe, and by his 


fervent Prayers and continual Alms, to endeavour to give refreſhment 
to the ſouls of our Brethren that are tormented in Purgatory, that ſo 
the joy of the Bleſſed might be increaſed in Heaven, and the forrow of 
the Devils in Hell. The Religious man recurned into France, com- 
municated that which he had heard of the holy Hermite with O4dilo 
Abbot, and with all that bleſſed Congregation which was under his 
charge : And the Abbot ovdained thatin all his Monaſteries, upon the 
{econd of Nevember, the day after the Feſtivity of Al Saints, ſhould be 
made a particular Commemoration of the Dead, and that eſpecial care 
ſhould be uſed to ſuccour and relieve them, by Prayers, Alms,and Mai: 
fes. And that which Sr. Odilo inſtituted in. his Convents, was after. 
wards received-and cftabliſhed by Apoſtalical Authority in the whole 
UniverſalChurch. Peter Galefinus Protonntary Apoſtolical, ſays, that 


many write, that Pope Fob» X VL. inſtituted this Commemoration by 


the counſel and advice of Sr. Odilo. Iris true, that Almarins Fortunatrs 
Biſhop of Trevers, who lived about 200 years before Oils, in a Book 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Offices, which he wrote to Ludowicus Pins Empe- 
rour, after the Office of the Saints, he puts that of the Dead ; and he 
fays that he did fo, becauſe many depart out of this Life, who do not go 
preſently to Heaven, for whom that Office was wontto be ſaid : which 
154 ſign that even in his time this was done, as Cardinal Baronizs has 
noted. And this is ſufficient to declare the 4nſtitution of this Comme-. 
moration of the Dead, and the occaſion of making of ir. 


Certain Revelations which the Saints have had concerning the Souls 
in Purgatory, 


Flowers of Qt, Gregory the Great writes, that the Soul of Paſchaſius appeared to 
che Lives of — $r, German , and teftified unto him, that he was freed from the 


the Saints, 
Þ-830. 


pains of Purgatory for his Prayers. When the ſame St. Gregory was 
Abbot of his Monaſtery, a Monk of his, called Fs, now dead, ap- 
peared to another Monk, called Copioſus, and advertized him, that he 


-had been freed trom the Torments of Purgatory, by thirty Maſſes, 


which Pret:oſus, Prefeft ofthe Monaſtery by the Order of S:. Gregory, 
had faid for his Soul, as is recounted in his Life. St. Gregory of Tours 
writes of a Holy Damzel,called:/:taliana,that ſhe appeared to. Sr. Mar- 


#m, and told him, that ſhe had been in Purgatory for &@ venial ſin 


which ſhe had committed, and that ſhe was delivered by the Prayers 
of the Saint.  Perer Damian writes,, that St. Severin appeared to a 
Clergy-man, .and told him, that he had been in Purgatory, for.not ha- 


wing aid the .Divine Service at dye hours, and that afterwards _ 
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had delivered him, and carried him to the company of the bleſſed. 
Sr. Bernard writes, that S:. Malachy freed his Sifter from the pains of 
Purgatory by hisPrayers, and that the ſame Siſter had appeared unto. 
him, begging of him that relief and favour. And Ss. Bernard himſelf 
by his Interceflion freed another, who had ſuffered a whole Year the 
pains of Purgatory : as William Abbot writes in his Life. And'Sr. Rem- 
bert, Archbiſhop of Bremes, faſting forty days for a Prieſt, called 4r- 
no!fus, freed him out of Purgatory : and the fame Arnolfus _ 
to him, and gave him thanks for it, as Swrizs relates in his Life. And 
St. Themas of 4quin, 'being at his Prayers, a ſiſter of his, a religious 
woman, now dead, appeared unto him, and told him, how that ſhe 

was in Purgatory : and afterwards ſhe appeared to him again, giving 

him thanks for the benefit, which by the means of his Faſts, Prayers, / 
and Maſles, ſhe had received, and for the glory which ſhe now had in 
Heaven. Pope Benedi& the Eighth, being now dead, appeared to 

St. Odilo Abbot, (of whom we ſpoke before) glorious and beaurifal, 

and gave him thanks, with profound reverence, confeſling, thathby. 

his Prayers, and the Prayers of his Religious, God had done him the 
favour to take him out of the priſon of Purgatory, and to place him 


in Heaven amongtt the Elect. 
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St. Martin raiſes one from the Dead, 


WW Trhout the City of Poifters, St. Martin built a poor: Monaſtery Flowers of 
for himſelf and for ſome of thoſe that followed him. Amongſt *** £ive: 
theſe was one, a Catechumen, whe, when St. Martin was upon a time | Sos 
out of the Convent, fell ſick of ſuch a violent Diſeaſe, that within a p. 85s. 
few days it took away his life, and he died without being baptized. 

The Saint returned home, and found his Monks much aftlicted, for 

what had hapned, and the-Corple of the dead Man,ready to be carried 

to the Grave : He approached near unto him, fad and diſconſolate: 
looked ftedfaſthy upon him with great feeling , and by a particular 
impulſe from God, commanded them all to go out of the Chamber, 

and the Doors being ſhut, ſtretched himſelf upon the cold Body of 

the Dead Man, and making a fervorous Prayer to our Lord, beſought 

him to reſtore him colife : and onr Lord did fo, infomuch that thoſe 

who were wichout, expecting the event, entring into the Chamber, - 

to their great admiration and aftoniſhment, found him alive, whom 

they were about to bury. The Carechumen they revived , :received 
immediately the Water of Holy Baptiſm , and lived many years ; 

and recountedhow that his Soul being -gone-out of the Body, waspre- 

:fented before the Tribunal of God, and that it was condemned to be. 
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in certain obſcure and dark places, but that preſently after it -un- 
derftood by the Angels, that Sr. Martin prayg9.Jos it,. and that the 


Judge had commanded them to carry it back to,theBody, and to pre- 
{ent it as from him to his Servant Sr. Martin. | % 


Of Fiſhermen that fiſhup a Soul in a Piece of Tee, 


* Payt 4- He Author of Purgatories, Knell, relateth from * Antoninus of cer- 
Sum Mayor tain Fiſhermen, who drawing their Net to Land, found therein 
— 1... a maſly piece of Ice, whereof chey were not a little glad, becauſe chey 
Pore: knew it would be a welcom Prefent to Theobald their Biſhop, who was 
Sef.79, exceedingly tormented with a burning heat in his Feet ; Neither were 
! they deceived, for it ſtood him in great ftead. One day amongſt the 
| reſt, as he was cooling his Gouty Toz, he heard a Voice from out of 

the Ice, whereupon he conyures it to tell, who or what it was. The 
| Voice anſwers, 1 am a Soul afflicted for my ſins in this Ice, and unkfi you 
fay thirty Maſſes for me, thirty whole days together; I ſhall not be delivered. 
| Theobald inſtantly betakes him to his Beads,and begins his task. Whileſt 
& was.At his work, there is News brought of an Army approaching 
:k the Town. The Biſhop is driven to give over his Deyotion for 
time. When the Hurly-burly was paſt, he falls to his Busneſs the 
Necond time,but with as ill (uccels ; for then there aroſe a Civil:Com- 
otionin the Town. The third time he means to make all ſure : bur 
' Yee, (as the Devil would have it) the whole City, wich che Biſhop's 


/ _ Palace, wasall on a light fice ; his Servants were importunats with 
| _ him, to caſt away his Book, and to- provide for his own ſafety. . Do 
; © what theycould, they could not prevail. All the Anſwer chey could 
get isthis, that though the Town ſhould bz burnt to the ground, he is 
relolved not to.give over, till he had made an end. To be ſhort, he 
was as good as his word. Would you hear the iſſue? He, had no ſooner + 


| finiſhed, but the Ice melted, the Soul was delivered, and che. Fire va- . 

| niſhed ; neither was there any damage at all received. If this 'be not 

| true, ask the Fiſhermen ; Poor Souls, they little thought they had ta- 
ken ſuch a Booty. 


The Choice 'of a Soul in Purgatory. 


F 


® Sermones + By- 
-- = uf /\,Certain* Author writes, that there was a Soul which had lain 
Hy > $ 30 Years in Purgatory, and at laſt there came an Angel, who 


promprua- did bid the Soul chuſe, whether it would tarry yer one ſhort Winter's 
rx" day in Purgatory, or that it would return into the World again, and 


rum,in the 


16Serm.of there do a: marvellous hard Penance, to: wit, for one long hundred 


la 


tie Souls. _ Years 


. ColleFted ont of Roman-Catholick Authors. 


Years ſpace, ſhould go bare-foot, and tread ſtill upon ſharp Tron Nails, 
eatnothing elle but brown Bread, and drink bitter Gall, mingled with 
Vinegar, and wear a Cloth of Camels Hair next the Skin, and a 
Stone under the Head, in place of a Pillow. This Soul did chuſe much 
rather to do all that ſame hard Penance on Earth, than to tarry one 
day longer in Purgatory. - 


Of the miraculous Efficacy of Alms and Prayers for Souls departed, 
in an Inſtance of their Extending to the Living when miſtakingly 
applied. 


He Author of he Defence of Purgatory,and of Prayer for the Souls De- Of Pray 


arted, recounteth as from - Bede in this his old Engliſh; bow that 
in a fighten Field betwixt Egf-ide and Edeldred, two Princies of our p, 


Land, it fortuned that a yonge Gentleman of Eg jides Army, ſhould 
be fo grievouſly wounded, that falling down borh himſelf without 
fenſe, and in all mens ſights, ſtark dcad, he was letten lye of the Ene- 
mies, and his Body ſought with care to be buried of his Friends. A 
Brother of his, a good Prieſt and Abbot, with diligence making ſearch 
for his Body, amongſt many happened on one that was exceeding like 
him, (as a man may eaſily be deceived in the alteration that ftreight 
falleth upon the Soul's departure, tothe whole form and faſhion of the 
Body) and beſtowed of his Love, the duty of Obſequies, with ſolemn 
Memorials for the reſt of him, whom he took to be his Brother, decea- 
ſed: burying him in his own Monaſtery, and, cauſing Maſs to be done 
daily for his pardon, and Soul's releaſe. But ſo it fortuned, that his 
Brother Huma,(for fo was he caulled) being not all-out d2ad,within four 
and twenty Hours came reaſonably to himſelf again : and gathering 
withal ſome ſtrength, roſe up, waſhthimlelf, and made means to come 
to ſome friend or acquaintance, where he might ſalve his Sores, and 
cloſe his Woundes again : But by lacke of ſtrengtheto make ſhifte, and 
by misfortune, he tel into his Enzmies handes: «and therby the Capi- 
taine examined of his Eſtate, he denied himlelf to be of Name or De- 
grie in his Coontry. Yet by the lykelyhoods that they gathered of his 
coomly demeanure,and Gentleman-lyke taulke, which he could hardly 
difſemble, they miſtruſte (as it was indeede) thathe wasa Man of Arms, 
and more than a Commen Souldear.. Therfore in hope of good gaine 
by his raunſon, they thought good after he was full recovered, for fear 
of his eſcape tolay Irons upon him, and ſo to make ſure-work. But ſo 
God wrought, that no fetters could howld him : For every day once at 
a certaine houre, the bandes bracke lowlſe without force, and the man 
made free. The Gentleman maryailed at the cals himſelf, = his 
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f Purgatory Prov'd by Miraches : 
kepers and the capitaine were much more aſtoyned thereat, and ſtraite- 
ly examined him by what cooning or crafte he could with ſuch eaſt 
ſet himſelf at libertic : and bare him in hande, that he uſed Characters. 
or Letters of ſum ſorcery and whichcrafte, with che praiſe of unlaw- 
full artes. But he anſwered in ſ{adneſſe, that he was alltogecher unskil- 
ful in ſuche thinges- Mary (quod he) Lhaye a brother in my coontry 
that is a prieft, and I knowne certainly, that he ſaithe often Maſs for 
my ſoule, ſuppoſing me to be departed and flaine in batayle , and 
if I were in an Other Lyfe, I perceive my ſoul by his interceſſion 
ſhould be fo lowſed out of paines, as my body is now from bondes : 
The capitaine perceiving ſo much,and belyke in ſum awe of Religion, 
ſeeinge the worke of God to be ſo ſtraunge, ſould him to a Londoner ;, 
with whome the ſame things happenedin his bondes lowſing every day. 
By which occaſion he was licenſed to go home to hisfriends,and procure 
his ranſom, for chargeing him with divers ſorts of ſureſt bands, none 


could (allfely howlde him. And ſo upon promiſle of his returne or pay- 


ment of his appointed Price, he went his wayes, and afterward truely 
diſcharged his Credit. Which doone by friendſhip that he fownd in the 
ſame Coontry, afterward retarned to- his owne parties, and to his bro- 
ther's howle : ro whome when he had uttered all the Hiſtory of his 
ſtraunge fortune,both of his miſery and miraculous relieving,he enquired 
diligentlye the whole circumſtance, with the howre andtime of his daily 
lowſinge,and by conferring together,they fownde that his bondes brake 
lowſe, eſpecially at the very juſte time of his celebration for his ſoule. 
At which times he confeſſed, that he was otherwiſe in his great adver- 
ſities often releaſed alſo. Thus hath that holy Writer allmoſt word 
for word, and att thende he addeth this : Many hearing thus much of the 
Party himſelf were wonderfully inflamed with faith and zeale,to pray, to give 
almeſe, and to offer ſacrifice of the holy Oblation, for the delivery of theire wel- 
beloved frendes departed out of this life. For they underſtood, that the health- 
full ſacrifice, was availeable for the redemption of both Body and Soule everlaſt- 
tingly. And this ſtorie, tid they that heard it of the Parties owne Mouthe, re- 

ted unto me. Whereupon having ſo good proofe,] dare be bow|de to write it 
1n my Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, And thus much ſaithe Beda abowteeghte hun- 
dred yeares ago, when our Nation being but yonge in Chriſtianicy,was 
fedde in the true Belief, by ſundry wonderous Workes of God. 


Allin's Defence and Declaration of the Catho- 
lick Churches Dottrme of Purgatory, p.211. 
Printed at Antwerp , by John Latius, 
with Priviledge, 1565. 


$;, Catha- 


Colleted out of Roman Catholick Authors. 


$t, Catherine of Sienna's Vifton of a Soul in Grace, 


t. Catherine of Sienna, conceived an ardent Deſire to behold a Soul 
in Grace,and advantaged with all the Beanties thereof: Full of this 
Deſire, ſhe was no ſooner departed from a Sermon, but ſhe heard a 
Voice from He ven, ſaying unto her, Catherine, preſcnt!y theu ſhalt ſee 
the fruit of thy Neſire. And retiring her ſeif into her Oratory , ſhe 
taere beſought God for the pertormance of his Promiſe, and ſuddenly 
beneld a Perſon of incredible Majeſty, all circled about with Light, 
and ſhining with clear Splendor;at the ſight of which,ſhe was ſo wrap'c 
in Admiration, and Reverence, as ſhe preſently proſtrated her ſelf be- 
fire its. Feet, with intention to adore it, had it not with theſe words pro- 
hibited her: Catherine forbear, for I am not Ged, as thou imagineſt ? And 
who then ? anſwered the Saint. 1 am, ſaid It, the Soul of a certain 
urtherer you prayed for, not long ſince, in ſeeing me led to Execution ; 
who being new cleanſed in the Fire of Purgatory, and going all purified to 
Heaven, after I ſhall have left you ſatisfied of your Deſire by the Command- 
ment of Almighty God. 


An admirable Method to love, ſerye, and honour the Bleſſed Virgin 
Mary. Written in Italian by the R. F. Alexis de Salo, Ca- 
puchin : And Engliſhed by R. F. Permiſſu Superiorum, 1639. 


Pp. 179. 
The Efficacy of the Rolary to free a Soul from Purgatory. 


T' what time St. Dominick preached in the Kingdom of Aragon, 

a certain young Virgin of good account, called Alexanaria, 
made Inſtance unto him, as he came down from our of fhe Pulpit, 
( where he had omitted nothing that might make for the Commenda- 


tions of the Roſary, ) to be admitted into the Sodality thereof; which 


ſhe obtained, although for the reſt, her Life was no ways according- 
lv, ſhe being one who ſpent much more time in adorning her Body, 
than to have her Soul well adorned. Now it hapned, that two Gentle- 
men at once making Suit unto her, it was ſufficient ground of Quar- 
rel ( as they in their Madneſs thonghr, ) one to challenge the other in- 
tO the Field, where they both remained dead upon the place. The 
Friends of either hearing of this ſad Accident, and imagining her ( as 
it was true, ) the Cauſe, to be revenged on her, they ruſhed into her 
Houte, and notwithſtanCing ſhe deſired, at leaſt, bur fo much reſpite 
as tO Confeſs her ſelf; they would not allow it her, but preſent;y cut 
oll her Head, ard threw it into a Pit. But our Bleſſed Lady, _ 
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Purgatory proved by Miracles, 


has ever a ſpecial care of her devoted Servants, (thongh never ſo de- 
feCtive, ) revealed the Fact unto St. Pominich, Who, in order to her 
merciful Commands, went to the Pit, and cailed on Alexandria by her 
Name ; when, behold ! (a wondrons Accicent,) the Angels, viſibly, in 
ſight of all the People, brought up the Head from the bottom of the 
Pit, which joined unto the Body, She befought the Saint to hear her 


Confeſſion ;” which being done, ſhe declared three Things, worthy of - 


particular Note, arrived nnto her. both before and after ſhe was dead. 
The firſt, That by vertve of her being of the Contraternity of the 
Ro/ary, ſhe had a perfet A of Contrition at the Inſtant of her Death, 
without which infallibly, ſhe had died Eternally. the ſecond, Thar 
as ſoon as ſhe was dead, the Devils putting her to great Afright, ſhe 
was marvelloi:ſly ſecured and comforted by the glorious Queen of 
Heaven, The third, That for Penance, and ſatisfaction of the death 
of thoie ewo Gentlemen, ſhe was condemned to Purgatory for 'Two 
hundred Years, and for Five hundred more, for her Vanity in Attire, 
the cauſe of that ſo lamentable effect ; but that ſhe hoped, by the 
Merits of the ſame Confraternity, to be ſoon delivered from that Pu- 
niſhment. And having ſaid this, after ſhe had remained alive two 
whole days, for the Contirmation of the Miracle, and to augment the 
Devotions of the Sodality, ſhe lett this Life again, whoſe Body was 
honourably Interred by the Sodaliſts there : When Fifteen days alter, 
ſhe appeared again unto St. Pramick all in Glory, cloathed in reſjlen- 
dent Beams of light, declaring unto-him, after a world ot "Thanks for 
the ineſtimable tenefics ſhe had received_of him, two Things of eſpe- 
cial Note concerning this Devotion of the Ryſary. The one was, That 
ſhe was delegated to him frum the Souls in Furgatsry, with a Petition 
to be likewiſe inroll'd in the Sodabty,to receive the benefit of it amongit 
the reſt The other, That the Angels much rejniced at the Erection 
of this Sodality, and that God inſtiled himſelf the Father of it, the Bleſ- 
ied V rgin the Mother, &c. And having ſaid this, ſhe flew away to 
Heaven. | 


A Method to ſerve the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, p. 481, 482, 483,494, 
4.55; 


Peter of C!u7ny, ſarnamed the Venerable, and eſteemed in his time 
2s the Oracle of France, was a man who proceeded in theſe Afﬀairs with 
muck conſideration, not countenancing any thing either frivolous 07 
light Behold the. Cauſe, wherefore | willingly make vſe of his Au- 
thor:cy : He telleth, that in a Village of <p.:z, named rhe Star, there 
was 2 Man of Quality, called Pctrr of Engelbert, much eſteemed inthe 
Werid for his excc!!ent Parts, arid abundant Riches, h 

Not- 


Colleted out of Roman Catholick Authors. 


Notwithſtanding the Spirit of God had mide him underſtand the 
Vanity of all humane "Things, being now far ſtepped into years, he 
went into a Monaſtery of the Order of Clgny, there the more pionſly 
to paſs the remnant of his days, as it is ſaid, The beſt Incenſe cometh 
from old Trees. He often ſpake, among the Holy Friars, of a Viſion 
which he ſaw, when he as yet was in the World, and which he aclknow- 
ledged to be no ſmall Motive to work his Converſion. This brute came 
to the Ears of venerable Peter, and- who, for the affairs of his Order, 
was _—_ into Spain. Behold the Cauſe why he, never ad:nitting 
any Diſcourſes to be entertained, if they were not well verified, took 
the pains to go into a little Monaſtery of Nazare, where Engelbert was, 
and to queſtion him upon it in the preſence of the Biſhops of O/crop, 
arid O/ma, conuring him, in the virtne of Holy Obedience, to tel! him 
punctually the Truth touching the Viſion he had ſeen, whiPſt he led a 
ſecular Life. 'This Man being very grave, and very circumſpedct in all 
he ſaid, ſpake the words which the Author of the Hiſtory hath couched 
in his proper terms. | 

inthe time that Alphonſzrs the younger, Heir of the great A/phonſrer, 
warred in Caſtile againſt certain Factions diſunited from his Obedience, 
he made an Edict, That every Family in his Kingdom ſhould be bound 
to furniſh him with a Soldier; which was the Cauſe,that for Obedience 
to the King's Commands, I ſent into his Army one of my Houſhold 
Servants, named Sancires. The Wars being ended, and the Troops 
diſcharged, he returned to my Houſe, where having ſome time fo- 
journed, he was ſeized by a Sickneſs, which, in few days, took him 
away into the other World. We performed the Obſequies uſually ob- 
ſerved towards the Dead, and four Months were already paſt, we heard 
nought at all of the ſtate of his Soul, when, behold ! upon a Winters 
Night, being in my Bed, throughly awake, I perceived a Man, who, 
lticring up the Aſhes of my Hearth, opened the burning Coals. which 
made him the more eafily to be ſeen. Although I found my elf much 
terrified with the ſight of this Ghoſt, God gave me Courage to ask 
him, 1/bo he was, and for what purpoſe he came thither to lay my Hearth 
abroad? But he, in a very low voice anlwered, Maſter, Fear nothing, 1 
a your poor Servant Sancius: I go into Caſtile, in the company of many 
Soidiers, to expiate my Sius m the ſame place woere I commitred them. 

| {toutly replied, 1f the Commandment of Ged call you thither, to what 
Purpoſe come you hither ? Sir, faith he, Take it nit ami(s, for it 15 not with- 
o1 the Divine Permiſſien. I am m a ſtate not deſperate, and wherein I 
may be helped by you, if you bear any good wil! towards me. Hereupon 
| required what his Neceſſiy was, and what -uccor he expected from 
me? Nu know, Maſter, ſaid he, that a litile before my death , you ſent 
me into a place where ordinarily men are not ſanciified., Liberty, il; Ex= 
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' Purgatory proved by Miracles, 
ample, Youth, and Temerity, all conſpire againſt the Soul of a p»or Seldter, 


who bath no Government, I committed many Outrages during the late 
War, robbing and pillaging, even to the Goods of theChurch, for which ] 
am at this preſent grievouſly tormented: But, good Maſter, if you loved 
me alive as one of yours, forget me not after death. I ask nopart of your 
great Riches, but only your Prayers, and ſome Alms for my ſake, which w1/! 
much aſſift to mitigate my pain. My Miſtriſs oweth me about Eight Franck; 
upon a Reckoning between her and me, let her not beſtow it for my Bod, 


7 | = 
which hath no-need of it,but the comfort of my Soul, which expefteth it from 


jour Charity, 
I know not how | found my ſelf emboldened by theſe Speeches, bur 
I had more defire to entertain it, than fear of the Apparition. I de- 
manded, Whether it could tel] me News of one of my Country men, 
named Peter Dejuca, Who died awhile ſince? 'To which he made An- 
ſwer, I need not trouble my ſelf with it, for he was already in the number 
of the Rleſſed, ſince the great Alms be gave in the laſt Famine, bad purcha- 
ſed Heaven for bim. From thence l fell upon another Queſtion, and 
was Curious to know, What had hapned to a certain Judge, whom [ 
very well knew, and who lately paſled into the other Life? To which 
he replied, Sir, Speak not of that miſerable Mans for Hell poſſsſſeth him 
tbrough the corruption of Fuſtice which he, ly damnable prattice, exerciſed 
having an Honour and Soul ſaleable to the prejudice of his Conſcience, My 
Curioſity carried me higher, to:enquire what became of King A/pbon- 
| ſs the Great? At which time I heard another Voice that came from 
a Window behind me, ſaying, very diſtinctly, It is not of Sancius you muſt 
demand that, becauſe he, as yet, can ſay nothing of the ſtate of that Prince ; 
but I have more Experience thereof than he : I deceaſing Five Years ago,ond 
being preſent in an Accident which gave me ſome light- of it, | was much 
ſurprized, vnexpeCtedly hearing this other Voice, and turning, ſaw, by 
the help of the Moons brightneſs, which reflefted into my Chamber, a 
Man leaning on my Window, whom | entreated to tell me, Where then 
King Alphnſus was ? Whereto he replied, He 2:1! knows that polls! 
out of this Life, be bad been much tormented, and that the Prayrys of goud 
Religions Men muctr belped hiws ; but he could not, at this preſent, ſay 
what ſtate be wai. Having ſpoken thus much he turned cowards $17 
ciur, fitting near the Fire, and ſaid, Let ws pos it is time we doipart. At 
which Sancius making no Anſwer, ſpeedily roſe tp, and redoubled his 
Complaints, with a lamentable Voice, ſaying, Sr, I entreat you, once 
ag nin, remember me, and thit my Miſtriſs perform the Requeſt I made you. 
The next day Engelbert underſtood from his Wite what the Spirit told 
him, and with all obſervation diſpoſed himſelf ſpeedily and charitably, 
to ſatisfe all was required. 


& 


Collefed out of Roman Catholick Authors. 


In the Univerſal Deſcription of the Theater of Heaven and Earth, 
by Joſeph Rofaccio,Coſmographer and Dottor in Philoſophy and 
Phyfick , Printed at Venice, 1620. C. 4. Of the Extent of 
Hell, Purgatory, Limbus Patrum, aud Abraham's Bolome. 


HE Sphear of Hetl , or to ſpeak more properly, the Circumfe- 


rence of Hell, is the Loweſt part of the Earth, and che Bigneſs 
of it is about ſeven thouſand, eight bnndred and ſeventy five Miles. 
The Breadth of it, that is to ſay the Diameter, is the third part of the 
Circumference, or little leis ; and io are all Spherical Bodies. lt is 
diſtant from Us three thouſand Miles, and ſeven hundred fitty eight 
and a quarter. | | | 

Above the Sphear of Hell is that of Purgatory, fiſteen thouſand, 
ſeven hundred and fifty Miles in Circuit, and diſtant from Us two 
thouſand, five hundred and five Miles and a halt. 

Above the Sphear of Purgatory is that of Limvns Patrum, Which is 
twenty three thouſand, fix hundred and twenty five Miles, and diſtant 
from Us one thouſand, two hundred and fifty two Miles, 

Above this is Abraham's Boſome, much about the ſame length and 
diſtance as the other. | 

Some object againſt rhis, that we have plac'd Hell lowermoſt, and 
have made it leſs than the Earth, or any of the other Places, whereas 
we ought to have made it bigger,in regard of the vaſt numbers of People 
that have been crouding thither for theſe many thouſand of years, and 
never return, and will be daily crowding thither till che Worlds end, 
To which we anſwer, 'That when the Center of the Univerſe (hall be 
remov'd out of the way, after the Day of Judgment, and the Earth, 
with all chat infinite heap of Mountains and Seas,. ſhall be calcin'd ro 
nothing, there will be ſpace enough ; beſides that, the Damned in 
Chains and Fetters muſt ot expect ro have ſo much liberty as the 
vaints in Heaven who are uncontin'd, 
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A Knight of Oxfordſhire refufing to pay Tythes, One rais'd from exc 


the Dead convinces him of his Crime, - 
Ohn Brompton. Abbot of Foreval, and one of the Decem Scriptores, pe: 
Col. 736. tells us, That St. Auſtin, ( who was ſent hither from Pe 
Rome) once upon a time being to preach in the County of Ox- ſha 
ford, ata Town which 1s called Compron, there came to him the big 
Prieſt of the ſaid Town, ſaying; Father, may it pleaſe you to underſtand, ler 
that a Knight, the Lord of this Mannor, having been often admoniſhed by me, We 
will not pay the Tythes of thoſe things which God has grven him; and having fi 
threatned him with the Sentence of Excommunicat1on, I have found him the on 
more obſtinate. Which St. Auſtin hearing, when he had firſt ſerit for the for 
Knight, ſaid thus to him. My Son, what is this which I hear of thee ? mc 
Why pay you not your Tythes to God and the Church ? Know you not that the __ 
Tythes are not yours, but God's? To whom the Knight anſwered'in wrath; riſ 
Who plowed or ſowed the Land ? Did not I? Know all men therefore, that Br 
* to him belongs the tenth Sheaf, to whom belong the other nine, To whom £ 
St. Auſtin replyed, My Son, do not talk at this rate: For you may aſſure "0 
yenr ſelf, that unleſs you pay your Tythes as other Chriſtian People uſe 10 do, ni 
1 will excommunicate you. And turning to the Altar to ſay Maſs, he wy, 
ſaid aloud before all the People, I commnd that no Excommunicate Per- for 
ſon be preſent at Maſs. At which Words a Dead Corpſe which lay bu- "_ 
ried in the Entrance of the Church, rearing up it ſelf, and going out He 
into the Church-yard, ſtood there like a Statue all the while that wy 
St. Arftin was ſaying Maſs. Upon the ſight of this, «ll the Faich- on 
ful that were there preſent, being almoſt frighted out of their ma 
Wits, came to Bleſſed Auftin, and told him what had happened ; To =o 
whom, ſaith he, fear not. But let a Croſs with the Holy Water go before Us, [1 
and let U', ſee what uw the matter. Whereupon Huſtin going along with ny 
the People, came with them to the Entrance of the Church yard, and NY 
when he ſaw the Dead Body, he faid, I command ihee in the name of the " 
ord, that thou tel! me who thou art, "To whom the Dead Van anſwered, 110g 
Why on God's behalf you commanded that no Excommunicate P: ron ſhould "” 
Þ, eſent at Maſs, the fAngels of God, who are your conſtant Companions ”" 


Wherever you go, caſt me ont of _ Place where 1 lay buried, ſaying, = 
7 ihe 


Engliſh and Iriſh Saints. 
the Friend of God, Auſtin, has commanded the ſtinking Fleſh to be caſt forth 


eut of the Church of God. For in the time of the Britains, before the fury of 


tz Pagan S:>xons had waſted this Fankd, was ihe Patron of this Pariſh. 
Ant thongh I was often +:!moniſhed by the Prieſt of this Church, I never 


paid my T/02s ; and at length being excommunicated by bim, I afterwards 


djed, ans was thruſt down to Hell. When they had heard this, both. 


the Saint "mſelf, end all the People that were with him, wept much. 
And Auſ '2 ſatd, Do you know the Place where the Prieſt was buricd who 
excommu':'cated you £ Who anſwered, he lies jn this Very Church-yard. 
Go before Cs, ſaith Auſtin, and ſhew Us the Place. The Dead Man went 
before, and came to a certain Place near the Church, where there ap- 

ared 19 gh at all of a Grave. Ard he faid to 4#/:n, and all the 
People that followed after him, Ls 7h: is the Place, dig hore, and ye 
ſhall find the Bones of tie Prieſt, They Gigged therefore at St. Auſtin's 
bidding, and deep in the Earcih they found a few Bones, which by the 
length of time: were turned very dry. Aruftin asking whether theſe 
were the Bones of the Prieſt, the [)22d Man anſwered, yes. Then Au- 
fm praying a good While, ſaid, Tat al! may know that Life and Death 
are in the bands of God, to whom nithing is imrſſible , In his name ariſe, 
for we have. cccaſim for thee, The words were no ſooner out of. his 
' mouth, bn all that were preſent f11v the diſperſed [alt come together, 
and the gones to be compacted with Nerves, and the Man himlelt to 
riſe up. The Prieſt thus ſtanding before A4nſftin, Auftin ſaith to him, 
Brother, Do you know that Man? Heanſwered, Father, I do know him: 
and T wiſh 1 had not known him. Quoth Auſtm, You excommunicated him: 
Quoth the Lead Prieſt, 1 did ſo, and I bad reaſon. For be was always 
6 w:haolder of Tythes from the Church, and a Flagitions Man to his laſt 
day Auſtin replied, Brother, Yiu know that Gud 15 mercifu', and there- 
fire you ought likewiſe to have mercy upon the Creature and Image of God, 


wo was alſo redeemed with his Blo:d, and has ſo long endured the pains of 


He], Then he put a Whip into his hand, and the Other begging !a- 
mentably for Abſolution upon his knees, the Dead Prieit releaſed the 
dvins of the Dead Patron. Whom being now ablolved, Ariz com- 
manded to retern to his Grave, and wait for the Laſt Day. And as 
'o0n as he was returned to his Grave, he immediately fell all into Aſhes. 
Then ſaith 4uſ#/n to the Prieft, How long have you lain here ? He made 
antwer, az, bundred and fifty years and upwards. Quoth Auſtin, And 
or have you fared all this while ? wery well, quoth the Prielt, and a- 
mg the Delights of Eternal Life, Then aid Auſtm, Would you be witl- 
ing to have me pray to the Lovd that you may return to live among(# us, 
and to help ir by preaching 70 brinz back Sou's to their Creators winch are 
now beguzled by tve Devil ? God forbid, Father, faith the Prieſt, that I 
ould be dillurbed from my Reſt, and that you hould eauſe me to return 
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the Holy Church of God. Who entring into his Grave, was preſently 
turned into Aſhes. "Then Auſtin called the Knight to him, and ſaid, 
Hi mw Son, will you yet pay your Tythes to God ? But the Knight trem- 
bling, tel; down at his feet, weeping and confeſling his guilr, and beg- 
ging pardon ; and having left all that he had in the World, and ſhaved 
his Crown, he 'oljowed St. Auſtin all the days of his life, and cloſed 
his !lalt day in all Holineſs, ard entred into the joy of Eternal Hap- 
Pinels. 


The Wonderful Cenſecrati:n of Weſtminſter- Abby by Sz. Peter 
himjelr, 


1 Ldred, Abbot of-R:zwal!, gives this following Account ; That in 
4 


the time when King Erhelred, by the Preaching of St. Juſtin, em: - 


braced the Chriſtian Faith : his Nephew S:geberr, who governed Faſ; 
ctingles (rather Eaſt Saxen,) by the ſame holy ziſhop's Miniſtry received 
the Faith. This Prince built one Church within the Walls of Lond:n, 
the principal City of the Kingdom; where he honourably placed AM 
litus Biſhop of the ſame City without the Walls : Likewiſe towards the 
Weſt he founded a Famons Monaſtery to the honour of St. Perer, and 
endowed it with many Poſlleffions. Now on the Night before the Day 
deſign'd for the Dedication of this Church, the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Peter 
appear'd to a certain Fiſher-man in the habit of a Stranger , on the 
other ſide of the River of Thames, which flowed by this Monaſtery, de- 
manded to be waft over, Which was done : Being out of the Boat, he 
entered into*the Church in the ſight of the Fiſher-men; and preſently 
a heavenly Light ſhone ſo clear, that it rurned the Night into Day. 
There was with the Apoſtle a multitude of Heavenly Citizens, coming 
out, and going into the Church: A Divine Melody founded, and an 
Odour cf an unexpreſſible fragrancy was ſhed abroad. As ſoon as all 
things pertaining to the Dedication of the Church was performed, the 
glorious Fiſher of Men returned to the poor Fiſher-man, who was (0 
atfrighted with his {Divine Splendour, that he almoſt loſt his Senſes: But 
St. Peter kindly comforted him, brought him to himſelf; then hoth of 
them entered into the Boat : Sr. Peter asked him if he had any Prov: 
finn; Who anſwered, that partly being ſtupified with ſeeing ſo great ? 
Light, and partly detained by his return, he had taken nothing ; being 
withal allured of a good Reward trom him : hereto the Apoſtle replyed 
Let down thy Net : The Fiſher man obeyed, and immediately the Net 
was filled wh a multitude of Fiſhes : 1 hey were all of the ſame kird, 


excejt one Salmon, of a wonderful largeneſs. Having then drawn them 
La {0 


again to the Toilſome Life of this World : Then ſaid Auſtin to the Pri eſt, 


My Dear Friend, go and reſt in peace, and withal, pray for me, and al 


Engliſh and Iriſh Saints. 


to ſhoar, St. Peter ſaid ; Cary from me this great Fiſh to Militus the Biſhop, 
and all the reſt take for thy hire. And moreover be aſſured, That both Thuu, 
all thy life-time, and thy Children after thee, for many years, ſhall be plen- 
tifully furniſhed with thoſe kind of Fiſhes ; only be careful that yeu fiſh not on 
the Lord's Day. I who ſpeak now with thee, am Peter. And [ my ſelf have 
Ledicated this Church built to my Fellow-Citizens, and to my Hintuy, ſo 
preventing by my own Authority '..c Ep./copal Beneditim. Acquaint the Biſhop 
therefore with the things that thou haſt (een and heard, and the Signs yet 
marked in the Wall will confirm thy Speeche;. Let him therefore furceaſe from 
bs Deſign of Conſecrating the Church, and only [upp!y what [ have emitted ; 
The Celebration of the Myſtery of Our Lord's Eedy and Blood, and the Inftru- 
ttion of the Pecple;, Let him likewiſe give notice to all, That 1 my ſelf will 
oftentumes viſit thus Place, and be preſofit aNbe Prayers of the Fuithſul, and 
ill open the Gates of Heaven to all that liv Suberly, Fujtly and Piouſly in 
tbs World. And as (con as he had (aid thiy, he preſencly vaniſhed trom 
his ſight. 

The next Morning, as the Biſhop 4./;tzz4 was going in proceſſion to 
che Church with an intention to Dedicate it, the Fiſher-man mer him 
with the F.ſh, and related to him whatſoever St. Peter had injoin'd him; 
2c which the Biſhop was aſtoniſhed, and having unlocked the Church- 
door, he (aw the Pavement marked with Letters and Inſcriptions both 
in Greek and Latin, and the Walls anointed in twelve ſeveral places with 
holy Oyl. He ſaw likewiſe the remainder of twelve Torches, ſticking 
on as many Croſles, and the Church every-where yet moiſt with Aſper- 
ſions. All which being obſerved by the Biſhop, and People preſenc, 
they rendered praite and thanks to Almighty God. 

The ſame Author relates, T hat the Children of this Fiſher-man, ha- 
ving received a command from their Father, of paying the Tythes of 
all cheir Gain by fiſhing, and ctter'd them to 5t. Peter and the Prieſts at- 
tending Divine Service in this Church': But one amongſt them having 
preſumed to defraud the Church of this, preſently was deprived of the 
wonted benefirof his Trade 3 till having confelt his Faulc, and reſtored 
what he had reſerved, he promiſed amendment for the future. 

WWilliam of Malmsbury adds to this Story ; 'I hat che Fiſher-man, who 
was very ſimple, and as yet not a Chriſtian, dilcovered co the Biſhop 
very exactly the Shapes and Lineaments of St. Pezex, well known to the 
Biſhop by his Picture publickly extanc at Rume, 

In the Year 635. ſays Father Creſſy, S. B:rmzs, being adviſed by Pope 
Hzenorizs to repair into Britary for the Converſion of the Weſt- Saxons, 
does alſert this Ap:ſtolick M/ion of S. Birinus, our Lord, to have been 
approved by a Divine Miracle; and for the truth of his Afſertion, quotes 
Baronius, Who Cites for it, as he ſays, William of Malmsbury, Hanting- 
don, Florentius, Mathew of Weſtminſter, &C. . 
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I have thought exptdient, faith he, to deſcribe here out of the Atts of St,Bi- 
rinus @ wonderful Miracle beſeeming an Apoſtolick Man, which i omitted by 
St. Beda, It 2was thus : The Holy Man betng arrived to the Shore of the Bri- kc 


tiſh Sea, and ready to take Ship, celebrared the Divme Myſteries, cffering to 6 
Ged the Sacrifice of the Saving Hoſt as a Viaticum for bimſelf and Followers, " 
After which, the Seaſon being proper, he was haſtily urged to enter the Ship: 0 
and the Wind ſerving them, they ſailed ſpeedily, when on the ſudden Birinus yo 
TEA called to mind that he had loſt.a thing infinitely precious to him, which by the h 
urging haſt of the Seamen, having hes mind other ways buſied, he had left be- I 
&pind him at Land, For Pope Honorius bad beſtewed on him a Pall, or C orpo- fo 
ral, upon which be conſecrated the Body of our Lord, and afterward uſed ty ns 
wear it in @ Particle of the ſaid Sacred Body, which he hung about his Neck, os 
and always carried with him : but when he celebrated Maſs, he was wont to y 
lay it by him upon the Altar. Armed therefore with Faith, he by Divine Tnſpi- ti 
ration went down from the Ship into the Sea, and walk'd ſecurely upon it to Be 
the Shire. IWhere finding what he had left behind, he took it, and in like ay 
manner returned to the Ship, which he found ſtanding ſtill immoveable, W 
whereat a little before he had left it ſailing extreme ſwiftly. When he 20s A 
entred into the Ship, not one drop of water appeared on his Cloaths ; *which the 
Mariners ſeeing , kneePd befure him, and worſhipped him as a Ged : and 
many of them by his Preaching were converted to the Faith of Chrift. / 
FHow St. Edmund's Head was miraculouſly found, and interred of 
| with his Body. | ma 
| t. Edmund, King of the Eaſt- Angles, having had his Army under the ud 
, Command of the valiant Count Walketule routed by the Danes, in 
: the time of their Invaſion of this Ifland, that Pious King was likewiſe, 
| after ſome farther Oppoſition, taken by them ; and being tied to a Tree ( 
\ by order of their General, was firſt moſt cruelly whipped, and then thoſe 
4 rbarians did, as it were in ſport, ſo pierce with their Darts his whole Rig 
: ody in all places,that in a ſhort time there was not left place for a new h 
; Wound ; yet he willingly ſuftaining all theſe Torments for the Faith of ne 
Chriſt, and Defence of his Countrey, they cut off his Head, | one 
But the Rage and Malicious Fury of thoſe Pagans not ceaſing after Up 
f they had thus ſlain King Edmund ; but caſting out his Body deſpightful- - 
A. ly, they kept the Head to revenge themſelves yet further on the Tongue " 
which had ſo conſtantly ſounded forth the Name of Chrift : and after 
they had uſed all manner of Contemptuous Scorns upon it, they caſt it 
* into a ſecret place in a thicket of a Wocd adjoining, teſt the Chriſtian; V 
Mould venerate it, and decently bury it with the Body. / 
There it remained a whole years ſpace: after which the Pagans reti- Win 
ring out of the Countrey, the firſt care of the Chri/tians was to honour Ray 


their Holy King and Martyr: Aflembling themſelyes therefore together 
| | | out 


» 


Fa 
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out of their lurking Places, they reverently took his Body out of the un- 
clean Place where it had been:caſt, and then with all diligence ſonght 
for the Head. And whilſt every one of them with equal AﬀeCtion ſearch- 
ed each corner of the Wood, there hapned a Wonder not heard of in 
any Age before. For whilſt they diſpers'd themſelves in all parts, and 
each one demanded of his Companions, where it was that the Danes had 
* caſt the Head,the ſame Head anſwered them aloud in their own Tongue, 
Here, here, bere : neither did it ceaſe to cry ont in the ſame Words till it 
had brought them to the Place. And to add to the Wonder, there they 
found a mighty and fierce Wolf, which with its Fore-feet held the Head, 
as if appointed to watch and defend it from other Beaſts. WheHti they 
were come, the Wolf quietly reſigned it to them: ſo with joyful Hymns 
to God they carried and joyn'd-it to. the Body, the Wolf in the mean 
time following it to the Place where they buried it; after which, the 
Beaſt returned into the Wood : In all which time, neither did the Wolf 
hurt anyone, neither did any one ſhew the leaſt Intention to hurt the 
Wolf. Þ Cres Church Hiſtory, P. 734, 735» 736. 


A Monk Divinely puniſhed for his negle& to venerate the Holy 
Croſs. | | 


Monk. of Glaſftenbury named 41//;, refuſing to bow, as others did, p. Creſly's 
.to a Crucifix; at laft, either out of CompunCtion,or by Command Church 
of his Superior, he bowed himſelf; but a Voice proceeding from the I- Hiſtory, 
mage, ſaid theſe words diſtinctly ; Now too /ate-Ailſi, now too late Ailfi :. Þ: 876. 
Which Voice ſo affrighted him, that falling down, he preſently expired. F 


St, Dunſtan's Miracles. h, 


(FS upon a time, a mighty Beam, from the top of the Church, Sarisbury 

threatning the Deſtruction of many by its fall, St. Dunſtan with his Brev1a12, 

Right hand making the ſign of the Croſs, lift it up again. Leſſon. $4 
Further, As this Saint was praying one Night, the Devil aſſails him in 

the ſhape of a Bear, and endeavoured with-his Teeth to ſnatch the Staff 

out of his Hands,upon which the Man of God leaned; he unaffrighted lifts 

up his Staff, and followed the horrid Monſter, beating him, and ſinging 

theſe words : Let God ariſe, and let his Enemies be ſcattered. and the Ugly 

Phantaſm vaniſhed. | 


A Miracle to aſſert the Real Preſence. 


WY St Odo was celebrating the Maſs in the prefence of certain of Crelly' 
the Clergy of Cantetbury (who maintained that the Eread and Church 
Wine, aſter Confecration, do remain in their former ſubſtance, and are H:tory, 
not Chr;/Z*s true Body and Blood, but a Figure of it: ) When be was come Pf: ©4*: 
to Contraction, preſently the Fragments of the'Body of Chri/# which he 
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held in his hands, begar) toi pour forth blood into the Chalice. Where. 
upon he ſhed tears of joy ; and beckning to them that wavered in their 
Faith, to come near and fee the wonderful Work of God ; as ſoon as 
they beheld ic, they cryed out, O holy Prelare, ro whom the Son of God 
has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf viſibly in the Fleſh, pray for vs, that 
the Blood we ſee here preſent to our Eyes, may again be charged, but 
for our Unbel:ef the Divine Vengeance fall vpon ns ; he prayed accor- 
dingly ; after which, looking into che Chalice, he ſaw the, Species of 
Bread and Wine, where he-had left Blood. 


How our Saviour let $t. Wittekundus know the Worthy and ©y- 
worthy Receivers. ; 


oo Wittckundus in the Adminiſtration of the Euchariſt, ſaw a Child en- 

ter into every ones Mouth, playing and ſmiling when ſome received 
him, and with an abhorring Countenance when he went into the Months 
of others; Chriſt thus ſhewing this _ tin his Countenance, Who were 
Worthy, and who Unworthy Rece verh \ 


St. Wereburga's Wi!d-Gooſe Miracle. 


HE Memory of Wulfere, King of the Mercians, received a great [u- 
ſtre from the. wonderful SanCtity of his Daughter St. H#*reburga, 
Who after her Father's Death undertook a Religious Profeſſion And. by 


*- her Brother waSperſuaded to accept the Government of three Monaſte- 


ries of Religious Virgins, Frickingharn, ſince called Trent, in Staffordſhire, 
Wedum and Hamburgh in Northamtonſhire. In this Station ſhe nor only 
found due Obedience from her Devout Daughters, but even Irrational 
and Wild Creatures became ſubjeCt to her Command. as if by her San- 
ftity ſhe bad recovered that Empire which Man enjoy*'d in his Primitive 
Innocence. This will be made appear by her baniſhing from her Terri- 
tory great flocks of Wild Geeſe tor their Importunity and waſtful e- 
vouring ber Corn and other Fruits. The manner of it was as followeth:. 

There was near the Wallis of the Town a Farm belonging ta the 
Monaſtery, the Corn whereof was much waſted by Flocks of wild 
Geeſe, which the Steward of the-place endeavoured, but in vain, to 
chaſe away ; of which ncommodty-e made complaint to the Foly 
Virgin : Whereupon ſhe commanded im, ſaying, Go your ways, and 
ſhut thers all up in a Houſe. He wondering at ſo ſtrange a Command, 
thought theSaint ſpoke thbſe words in jeſt : But when ſhe renew'd the 
ſame injanRer conſtantly, and in a ſerious manner, he recurned a- 
mongſt the Corn, where ſeeing great numbers of ſuch Fowl devour- 
ing the Grain, he, with a loud voice, commanded them,in his Miltriſles 
name, to follow him: Hereupon, immediately, they all, in one Drove, 


follow'd him, and were ſhut up togeiher in a Houſe. Now it bapred, 
that 
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that a certain Servant, privately, ſtole one of the ſame Birds, which he 
hid, with intention to eat it. The next morning, early, the Holy Virgin 
went to the Houſe, where, after ſhe had, in a Chiding manner, repre- 
hended the Birds for uſurping that which belonged not to them, ſhe 
commanded them to fle away, and not return. Immedia'ely the 
whole Army of them took wing ; bur being ſenſible of the injury done 
them, they flew not away, but hovering over the Holy Virgins head, 
with wonderful noiſe, made complaint of their loſs. She hearing their 
importunate Clamours, underſtood, by Inſpiration, the cauſe thereot ; 
and, after ſearch made, the -Offender confeſſed his Theft; whereupon 
ſhe commanded the kird to be reſtored to her Companions. After 
which they all, with one conſent, flew away, fo as that not any Bird of 
that kind was afterwards ſeen in that Territory. And Willam of 


Malmsbury affirms, That the ſtolen Bird was kill'd, and again reſtored 


to life :by the Saint. F. Creſſi's Church Hiſtory, Þ. 427+ 


Of Sr. Juſtinian's being beheaded, and of his croſſing the Seas-0n 
foot afterwards, with his Head in his hand. 


gf Tuſtinian was born of a Noble Family in Leſſer Britany, where, Ap. Cap- 


grav. In 
Juſtinia- 


No. 


after having ſpent his Youth in Study and Learning, be received che 
Order of Prieſthood, Then he travelled, and at length came- to an 
Iſland, then called Lemency, now Ramſy. Afterwards he became Sr. 
David's Confeſſor, and a mighty Promoter of Chriſtianity. This {et 
the Devil to work againſt him ; and by that Enemy of Mankind's !n- 
litigation, three of this holy Mans Servants, who had been reprov'd by 
him for their 1dleneſs, and miſpending their time, ruſht upon him, 
threw him to the ground, and moſt cryelly cut off his Head. But 


in the place where the ſacred Head fell to the ground, a Fountain of". 


pure Water preſently flow'd, by drinking of whic!, in following times, 
many were, miraculouſly, reſtored to health. 
But Miracles, greater than theſe, immediately ſucceeded his death: 


For the Body of the bleſſ2d Martyr preſently roſe, and taking the: 


Head between the two Arms, Went down to the Sea ſhore, and walk- 
ing thence on the Sea, patſed over to the Port called by his Name ; 
and being arriv'd in the place where a Church is new built to his me- 
mory, it fell down, and was there buried bv St. David, with ſpiritual 
Hymns and Canticles: In which Church ovr Lord vouchſafes fre- 
quently to atteſt the SanCtity of his Servant by many Miracles. F. Creſ- 
ſis Church- Hiftory, p. 2 34. | 


* " How 


"a 
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Flow S. Ofitha walk'd, when dead, with her Head in her hands, 
and knock'd\at a Church-door, | 


Baron. ad (Ct. Oſitha was Daughter of a Mercian Prince, named Frithwald, and 

A. D. 653. of Wilterburga, Daughter of Pende, King of the Mercians. She 

was bred up in great Piery, and, through her Parents Authority, be- 

came Wife to Sighere, Companion of S, Seb. in the Kingdom of the 

- Eaſt Angles. But preferring the Love of a heavenly Bridegroom, -be- 

Harcus in fore the Embraccs of a King, her Husband complied with her Devo- 

Martyro- tion; and, moreover, not only permitted her to conſecrate her ſelf to 

lop. 7. | 
Otob. our Lord, _—_ 

Chic, where-building a Monaſtery, ſhe encloſed her ſelf. And after 

ſhe had ſpetis. ſome time in the ſervice of God, it hapned that a Troop 
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of Daniſh Pirats landed there ; who, going out of their Ships, waſted _ 


and burnt the Countrey thereabout, uſing all manner of Cruelty 
againſt the Chriſtian Inhabitants. Then he who was the Captain of that 
impious Band, having learnt the Condition and Religious Life of the 
bleſſed Virgin St. O/itha, began, by Entreaties, and Preſents, to tempt 
her to Idolatry ; adding withal; Threats of Scourging, and other Tor- 


ments, if ſhe refuſed to adore the gods which he' worſhipped. But: 


the Holy Virgin deſpiſing his Flatteries, and not fearing his Threats, 
made ſmall account of the Torments attending her. Whereupon the 
ſaid Captain, enraged art her Conſtancy, and ſcorn of his Idols, pro- 
nounced Sentence of Death againſt her, commmanding her to lay 
down her Hekd to be cut off, And in the ſame place where the Holy 
Virgin ſuffered Martyrdom, a clear Fountain broke forth; which cured 
Capzrav. | ſeveral kinds of Diſeaſes. As ſoon as her Head was off, the Body pre- 
;m $. Oft- ſently roſe up, and taking up the Head inthe hands, by the conduct of 
tha. Angels, walked firmly the ſtraight way to the Church of the Apoſtles 
St. Peter, and St. Paul, about a quarter of a Mile diſtant from the place 
of her ſuffering : And when it was come there, it knocked at the Door 
with the bloody hands, as deſiring it might be opened, and thereon 
left marks of Blood. Having done this, it fell there down to the 
ground ; now her Parents having heard of her death, earneſtly deſi- 
red, as ſome recompence for their loſs, to enjoy the comfort of bury- 
ing with them her headleſs Body : which being brought to them, they, 
Interred it in a Coffin of Lead in the Church of Ay/es bury, where; ma- 
ny Miracles were wrought by her Interceſſion.  Ac-lengch, her ſacred 


Reliques, by a Divine Viſion, were tranſlated thence, back again to the 


Churctf"of Chic, which Maurice, Biſhop of London, repoſed in a pre- 
cious Coffer ; at which time the Biſhop of Rocheſter, then preſent, was 
cured of a grievous Infirmity. F. Crs Church» Hiſtory, p. 424. _ 

# 


Wo The 


ſtowed on her a Village, ſituated near the Sea, called 
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The Hiſtory of St. Claire, a Martyr to Chaſtity. 


t. Claire, by Birth an Engliſh-man, of a veay Noble Deſcent, and Il- Mariyre- 
> laſtrious for his outward Comelineſs, inward natural Endowments, 8 _— 
ſingular Piety, rare Chaſticy, Peing at years of maturity, his Parents "uu 
would have matcht him t-a Noble and Beautiful Virgin: But, to pre- 
ſerve his Virginal Purity, on his very Marriage-day he ſtole away into 
France, Where he eſpous'd an Hermit's life, and ſpent his days in ſtrict 
Exerciſes of Piety. But the Enemy of Man's ſalvation could not long 
ſupport the brightneſs of Divine Graces ſhining in this Saint; to obſcure 
which, he inflamed, with Luſt, the Mind of a certain Noble-woman 
dwelling near, who immediately attempted to expugn the Chaſtity of 
the Servant of God : But St. C/aire reſolutely reſiſted the ſhameleſs 
Lady; notwithſtanding witich reſiſtance, when her Sollicitations more 
increaſed, he was forced, for his own quietneſs and liberty, to forſake 
his Monaſtery. 

The laſcivious Woman, deſperately enraged with his departure, 
ſent two Murderers in ſearch of him, who, at laſt, found him in a poor 
Cottage, where he had fixed his Habitation with one onely Compa- 
nion, named Cyrinus. There they firſt ſet npon him with many oppro- 
brious Speeches, and, at laſt, drawing out their Swords, they moſt . 
cruelly cut off his Head, whilſt he, devoutly kneeling, offered his Sa- —_ 
criice of Chaſtity to our Lord, the Lover of pure Minds, and Patron - RT; 
of Innocence. + 

This glorious Champion of Chaſtity being thus viCtorious by Pa- 
tence, preſently after aroſe, and with his hands taking np: his Head, 
by the aſſiſtance of Angels, carried it to a Fountain, not far diſtant, 
into which he caſt it; and then carried the ſame back to the Oratory, 
of his Cefl ; and going on a little further,towards a Village ſeated near 
the River Eptay Which fince took a new Name from this glorious Mar- 
tyr, he th ſmmated his Courſe, and tranſmitted his blefſed Soul _ 
to Hearen, As fo hi Companion Cyrinus, he being firſt dangerouſly Ap. Cap- 
wounded, was, by the Prayers/of St. Clarus, wonderfully reſtored to grav.in S. 
tealth. The diſtinCt place where this holy Martyr ſuffered, is faid to Claro. 
be in the "Territory near Rowen in Normandy, near the River Seyne. 


s. Decumanus does himſelf waſh his own TTead, after it was 


cut off. 
ths A. D. 706. 
t. Decumanus, born of Noble Parents in the South-weſtern parts of Maryy. 
I/ales, forſaking his Countrey, the more freely to give himſelf ro Ang/. 27. 
Mortification, and Devotion, paſſed the River Severne upon a Hurdle Auguſt 
of Rods, and retired himſelf into a mountainous vaſt Solitude covered _— 
with Shrubs and Bryars, where he ſpent his Life in the repoſe of Con- peeuma- 


templation, till in the end he was ſlain by a Murderer. But »s, 
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But it ſo hapned, that when his Head was cut from his Body, the 
Trunk raiſing it ſelf up, took the Head, which it carried from the 
place where he was ſlain, to a Spring not far off, which flowed with 
a moſt chryſtal Water, ift- which, with the Hands, it waſhed the Blood 
away ; which Spring, in memory of the Saint, is, to this day, called 
St. Decuemanſis's Spring, near to which place the Body, together with 
the Head, was Honourably buried by the neighbouring Inhabitants, 


F. Creſſi's Church- Hiſtory, p. 526. 


Ap. Cap- 
grav. 


S. Ruadanus, and S. Finnian, Counter: Miracle one another. 
Colganus t. Ryadanus obtained this ſpecial favour of Ged, that from a certain 


vita FJ Tree in his Cell (Tilia it's call'd) from the hour of Sun-ſerting till 
Febr. p, Ninea Clock the next Day, dropt a Liquor of a peculiar taſte, plecſing 


595. to every Palate; which then filPd a Vellel, which ſufficed for a Dinner 
for him and all his Brotherhood : and from Nine a Clock to Sun-ſetting 
it dropt half a Vellel full, with which Strangers were entertained. Upon 
the fame of this Miracle many of the Saints came to St. Finnian, deſiring 

/ him to go along with them to that place, and perſuade Ruadanus to live 
a Life common With others, St. Finnian went with them, and when they 
came tothe Tree that gave the admirable Liquor, he ſign'd it with the 
ſign of the Croſs, and after Nine a Clock the Liquor ceas'd to flow, 
St. Ruadanus hearing that his Maſter S. Finnian, and ſeveral others were 
come to him, he called his Servant, and bid him prepare'a Dinner for 
his Gueſts; who going toqhe I ree, he found the Veſſel that ſtood un- 
der it wholly empty, and an his Maſter how it was ; who bid him 


carry his Vellel to the Fot\ntain, and till it to the top with Water, 
which when he had done, preſently the Water was changed into the 
caſte of that Liquor which dropt from the Tree. Moreover, he found 
a Fiſh of great bigne(s in the Fountain, and carried all ta the Man of 
God ; who commanded hjm to ſet theſe Gifts before St. Finnian. He | 
ſeeing what was done, Cfolled the Liquor, and it was changed again 
into common Water, and ſaid, Why is this Liquor of a falſe Name given | 
unto me? The Ditciples of St. Finnian ſeeing all this, deſired their Ma- | 
iter to go to the. Fountain, and Crols it, as he had done the Tree: But 
St. Finnian anſwered them, My Brethren, do not grieve this holy Man, 
for if” he go before us to\the next Bog, he will be able to do the ſame that 
he did in the Tree, and the Water, namely, make ſuch Liquor flow thenct 
Wherefore Sr, Finnian, and theelt, all entreated Sr. Ruadanus, that he 
would live as others did ; which.he yielded/to, and he held the com 
mon courſe of living. bY 


1 
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St. Auguſlin's Miracle. 


Q* Auguſtin diſputing with the Bri:iſþ Biſhops about the Obſervation F acher 

I of Eaſter, and arguing, That they did not keep it in its due time : Crefly's 
When the Rritans, after a long Diſputation, would not be moved to Churck- 
give their Aſſent, but would follow their own Traditions, St. Auguſtin ee 
brought the Diſpute to this Concluſion, ſaying, Let us beſeech our Lord, 
who makes Brethren of one mind in the Houſe of hus Father, that he would g 1s c 2. 


wouchſafe, by Celeſtial Signs, to make known unto us, which of the Tradi- 


Hos us 70 be followed, and which # the right Path leading to his Kingdom. 
Let ſome Perſim be here produced among us; and he by whoſe Cares be fr be 
cured, les that Man's Faith and Practice be believed acceptable to God, 
and to be followed by Men. This Propoſition being accepted , with 
mich ado, a blind Man was brought before them, and was firſt of- 
tered to the Kritiſh Biſhops, but by their Endeavors and Miniſtry found 
no Cure and Help. At length Auſtin, compelled thereto by juſt Ne- 
ceſſi:y, kneeled down, and prayed to God to reſtore the blind Man his 
ſight ; whereupon, immediately, the blind Man ( upon his Prayer ) re- 
ceived ſighr, and Auſtin was proclaimed by all a true Preacher of Ce- 
leitial Light, 


St, Keyna turns Serpents into Stones, 


Contemplation ; wherefore directing her Journey beyond Severn, and 
coming to certain woody places, ſhe requeſted the Prince of that 
Countrey, that ſhe mighe be permitted ro ſerve God in that Solitude. 
The Prince was willing to grant her Requeſt, on'y he told her, The 
place did ſo ſwarm with Serpents, that neither Man nor Reaſts could in- 
habit in it, To which ſhe replied, That her Truſt was fixed in the Name 
and iſſijtance of Almighty God, and therefore ſhe deubied not to drive all 
that poy/onous brood cut of that Region. Hereupon the place was. readily 
granted to the Holy Virgin, who proſtrating her ſelf to God in fervent 
Prayer, obtain'd of him to change all the Yerpents and Vipers there 
into Stones ; fo as to this day the Stones, in that Region, reſemble the 
windings of *Serpents through all the Fields and Villages, as if they 
bad been ſo fram'd by the hand of the __ | Pe 
e 
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34 Miracles of the Britiſh, 
The Hiſtory of St. David, and his Miracles. 
pF an 1 H E King of the Region, call'd Cererica, travelling to Dunetia, 


Affairs in 3 Et, by the way, a Religious Virgin, call'd Nonzita, of great 
this Nand Beauty ;, which he luſting after, by Violence deflowr'd : She, hereby, 
under the Conceiv'd a Son, but neither before nor after had ever knowledge of 
Britiſh any Man. The King thus Father of St. David, is call'd Xanthus ;, and 
nw: his Mother, by ſome, nam'd Mclaria ; others, Nonnita. His Eminency 
ot. Prin. Was predifted by St. Patrick long before: For that Saint being in the 
ted by N. Valley of Reina, in the Province of Dimetz ( North-Weſt Wales ) me- 
Thompſ. ditating on his Miſſion into Ireland, had a Revelation by an Angel, That 
* 1687, after Thirty Years a Child ſhould be borw in that Province, which ſhould. 
| give a great Luſtre to that Countrey. And his Nativity was uſher'd in 
by another Miracle : For when Gildas 41banius was, from the Pulpit, 

teaching a great Congregation, on the ſudden he became dumb, and 

unable to ſpeak, but afterwards broke forth into theſe words: A Holy 

IV oman, cald Nonnita, now preſent in this Church, x great with Child, 

and ſhall ſhortly be brought to Bed of a Son, full repleniſht with Grace. It 

was in regard to him that I was hindred from ſpeaking, by a Divine Power 
reſtraining my Tingue. Thas Child ſhall be of ſo emment Santtity , that 


none in theſe cur Parts are comparable to him; I will ſurrender this Region 


RD Me ©... ae. a. * 


to him, who will from his Infancy, by degrees, increaſe in Grace and 
3 Santtity: An Angel, God's Meſſenger, hath revealed this unto me. T his 
F- IJ Holy Child, not long after born, being baptiz'd, and growing up in 
by F Grace, became the firſt Biſhop of Merevra, to which place he tran- 
” 0951 ug Biſhoprick of Caerleon, and Which, from him, was called St. 
Damwids, 
The ſlate NoWin the Year of Grace 519, a Brit;ſh Synod being aſſembled, on v 


of Church the occaſion of the deteſtable Herefie of the Pelagians, Paulin, a Biſhop 
m/w ; with whom St. Dawid in his Youth had been educated, earneſtly per- 
-- * ſuaded the Fathers to ſend for St. David in the Name of the Synod, 
Kings, p, Who was lately conſecrated Fiſhop by the Patriarch, to afford his aſlilt- 
138, ance to God's Church now in great danger; but could not prevail 
with him to forſake his Contemplations, until, at laſt, ewo Holy Men, 
Daniel, and Dubritins, by their Authority brought him to the Syncd: 
Ard then all the Fathers there aſſembled, enjoin'd St. Dawid to preach. 
He commanded a Child, which had lately been reſtor*d to Life by him, 
to ſpread a Napkin under his Feer, and ſtanding upon it, he began to 
expound the Goſpel and the Law to the Auditory.All the while he con: 

tinued,a ſhow white Dove deſcending from Heaven,ſate upon his ſhoul- : 
der, and the Farth, on which he ſtood, rais'd-it ſelf under him, till it 
became a Hill, from whence his Voice, like a Trumpet, was clearly 
heard and underſtood by all both far and near: On the top of which 
H13} 
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Hiſl a Church was afterwards built, which remains to this day. When 
the Sermon was finiſht, ſo powerfaſly did Divine Grace co-operate, 
chat the Hereſie ſoon vaniſh'd , and was extinguiſh'd ; and the Holy 
Biſhop St. Bavid , by the general Eleftion and Approbation both of 
Clergy and People, was exalted to be Archbiſhop of all Cambria, Now 
concerning the ſame Paulin or Paulins that ſent for David to the Sy- 
nod, we find that St. David, as ſoon as he was promoted to the Prieſt- 
hood, went to Paulins, a Diſciple of St. German , and that in a certain 
Iſland he led a Holy Life acceptable to God, and that St. David liv'd 
with him many years, and follow'd his Inſtrutions. Paulin, at laſt, 
by extreme pains in his Eyes, loſt the uſe of them; whereupon calling 


35 


Bb. p. 14r. 


his Diſciples together, he deſired that one after another they would 


look upon his Eyes, and fay a Prayer or BenediCtion on them : But 
receiving no Benefit thereby, David ſaid to him, Father, Command me 
not to look you in the Face , for Ten Nears are paſt ſince I ſtudied the Seri- 
ptures with you, and in all that time I never had the boldneſs to lock you 
in the Face: Paulins, admiring his Humility, ſaid, Since it is /o, it will 
ſuffice, if by touching mine Eyes , thou pronounce a Benedifion on them. 
Preſently therefore, as ſoon as he had toucht them, Sight was reſtored 
to them. When St. David came to dye, our Lord Jeſus vouchſafed 
him his Preſence, as he had promis'd by his A zel, to the infinite Con- 
ſolation of the Holy Father: And St. Kentigern ſaw a multitude of 


Angels condutting him into the Joy of our Lord ; and our Lord 15. p. 145 


himſelf, at the Entrance of Paradiſe, crowning him with Glory and 
Honour: | | 


St. Winwaloe's Siſters Eye being pluckt out by a Oooſe , he 
opens the Gooſe, reſtores his Siſter to her Eye, and the Gooſe 
to her Life. 

t. Winwaloe's Siſters Eye being pluckt out as ſhe was playing by a 
Gooſe, he was taught by an Angel a fign whereby to know that 


Goofe from the reſt about the Houſe,and having cut it open,found the 3, y, 25, 


Lye in its Entrails, preſerved by the power of God unhurt, and ſhining 
like a Gem; which he took, and put it in again'in its proper place, 
and recovered his Siſter: And was fo kind alſo to the Gooſe, as 


_ _ It away alive, after it had been cut up, to the reſt of the 
IOCK, 
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An Obedient Fox puniſht for ſtealing a Saint's Fen. 


Bull. 42. Fox having ſto] one of S. Genulph's Hens, he chid the Fox, and 
San. in commanded him-o lay it down juſt in the place whence he t6ok 
al it ; all which che Fox performed ; but could not ſo eſcape, but was mi- | 
Jan. 17. Taculouſly puniſhe for his Theft ; tor as he was running away by the | 
Door of the Church, he fell down dead. | 

| 


The Miracle of the Red Sea repeated. | 


The State Hile St. Patrick labour'd with great ſtfcceſs in the Goſpel, Br:- 
of Church tain Was ilſuſtrated with the Memory of another great Saint W1n- 
Aff "h 7 aloe, the Son of a Noble Perſon called Fracon, Coufin-german of a 
under Bri. Britsſh Prince nam'd Coton. This S. Winwalce was from bis Chitdhood 
rich K;ngs, inflam'd with an earneft deſire xo live-to God only ; and having got leave 
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p. 89, of his Parents to be commended to the care of a cerrain Religious Man, 2 

| he made great Progreſles in Vertue and Holineſs; and in proceſs of e 
| time undertook a Monaſtical Profeſſion. Many Miracles God wrought | 
by him, in performance whereof, having a firm Faith, he made uſe only a 

of the Sign of the Croſs, and Oyl which had been bleſſed : Amongſt ( 

which Miracles the moſt ſtupendious was, his raiſing a Young Man to p 

Life. | it 

At this time the Glory of the moſt HalgMelare St. Patrick was fa- tt 

mous in God's Church , who like a Bright Star illuſtrated all Ire/and; Ve 

and the report of his admirable Verrues kindled in St. /inwale fo great ſi 

an AtieRtion towards him , that he endeavoured to paſs over to him, th 

and be ſubject to his Direction in Piety. Behold, while the Holy Man's th 

thoughts were buſted abour this Deſign, St. Patrick in a Viſion preſented th 

himſelf ro him with an Angelical Brightneſs, and a golden Diadem on . pr 

. his head, telling him he was the ſame Patrick, whom he fo earneſtly de- w| 

fired to viſit : But to prevent a dangerous Jonrney by Sea and Land, our = 

Lord hath ſent me to thee to fulfil thy deſire , fo as thou mayſt enjoy _ 


both my ſight and Converſation : he further tcld St. Winwale,that be 
ſhould be a Guide and Director of many in Spirituals. 


The Baron of Honſden's Y tho. 


F the Year 1596. the Baron of Hen/de», who had been formerly of w_ 
Elizabeth, the Queen of Eng/and's Council, fallirg dangerovſly ill, g 

faw entring into. his Chamber fix of the Principal Cfficers of this King- £ 
dom, who dyed a little before, and had as well as he been cruel Ferie- 
cutors of the Catholick Religion. They appeared almoſt all ſurrounded | 
with flames; and in that diſmal eſtate, drawing near his ed, they bid g 


bim acquaint William Cecil, one of the Accomplices of their [mpieties Inte 
and their Violences , that in a little time be ſhould deſcend into Hell, ſtir 
at there 


— 
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Engliſh and Iriſh Saints. 29 


there with them to ſuffer thePuniſhment that was due to ſo manyCrimes. 
After they were vaniſh'd, the Sick Man related the Viſion he had had, 
and affirmed with Oaths that it was no Reverie, but a certain Truth. 
NevertheleFs he did not avail himlelf of it: For inſtead of employing 
the remainder of his Life in doing fruits worthy of Penitence, he dy'd 
ſome few days after in his Error, and.in his Sin. Cec:! quickly followed 
him, God having ſnatcht him out of. the World by a Death as {tal as 
it was ſudden and unforeſeen. Le Pedag. Chriſt. F. 265. : 


The Miracles by Chriſt's Blood. 


Ales int Glouceſterſhire, where the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, brought L. Her- 
from Feru/alem, being kept ( as was affirmed) for divers Ages, bert's Hi- 
had drawn a great many great Offerings to it from remote Places: And " 6 of ; 
it was ſaid to have this Property, That if a Man were in Mortal Sin, _ __” 
and not abſolved, he could not ſee it; otherwiſe very well : Therefore p. 494: ; 
every Man that came to behold this Miracle, confe(s'd himſelf firſt roa 
Prieſt there, and then offering ſomething to the Altar, was direCted to 
aChappel where the Relique was ſhewed ; The Prieſt who confeſs'd him 
(in the mean while) retiing himſelf to the back part of the ſaid Chap- 
pel, and putting forth upon the Altar a Cabinet or Tabernacle of Chry- 
| tal, which being thick on the one fide, that nothing could: be ſeen 
thorough it ; bur on the other fide thin and tranſparent, they uſed di- 
verſly: For if a rich and devout Man entred,they would ſhew the thick 
ſide,rill he had paid for as many Maſles,and given as Jarge Alms as they 
thought fit ; after which (to his great joy) they permitted him to ſee 
the thin ſide, and the Blood. Whether yer (as my Author, a Clerk of- 
the Council ro Edward tbe Sixth, and living in theſe times, affirms) was 
proved to be the Blood of a Duck, every week renewed by two Prieſts, 
who kept the Secret berween them. | 


——__ 
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Miracles ſaid to be wrought by 
St. T bomas A Becket. 


CR 


St, Thomas A Becket chuſes the Bleſſed Virgin for his Miſtreſs, 
and She mends his Shirt for him. , | 


WJ Thomas, that Arch-ſtickler againſt the Prerogatives of the Crown Genoni. 
and his King, to favour the Progreſles of Church-Privileges and the Chroni- 


Intereſts of the Pope, we are told, from his youth had vow'd his Cha- ©". SS. 


tity to the Bleſſed Virgin; and being, on a time, among ſome of his __ 
| cus”? 
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Miracles ſaid to be wrought 


| Je ompanions ( before he was Archbiſhop) he heard them boaſting of 
_ their Miſtreſſes, and the ſpecial Preſents they had received from them. 


Thomas told them that they vapour'd fooliſhly, for he had a Miſtreſs 
that far excelled all theirs ; who had beſtowed ſuch a Preſent on him, 
that they never ſaw any thing like it. All this he intended in a Spiritual 
Senſe ; but, they urging vehemently that he would ſhew them what he 
talked of; he ran to the Church, and prayed the Bleſſed Virgin to par- 
don the Preſumptuous Word he had ſpoken of her. To whom ſhe ap- 
peared in a Viſion, and incouragingly told him , that he did well to cry 
up the Excellency of his Miſtreſs ; and ſhe gave him a very fine and a 
very little Box , which his Companions ſnatcht out of his hand, and 
opening, ſaw ſomething of a Purple Colour, and taking it out, behold 
a wonderful fine Caſula,(a Garrment which the Prieſts wear.) This Story 
came to the ears of tHe biſhop of Canterbury, who ſent for Thomaz, 
and learnt of him the truth of it, whereupon he ſecretly determined in 
his mind to make hinmhis Succeſſor. But this Favour of the Virgin's in 
the Preſenfof a New Garment, was not ſo wonderful as another we are 
cold of,that concerned an Old one.For when he was Archbiſhop, he uſed 
to wear a Hair ſhirt next his Skin on Saturday, (a Day dedicated to the 
Bleſſed Virgin) whigh being rent, WYickman tells us, that the Bleſſed 
Virgin held his Shire, whilſt he ſtitched it; but Gononzs reports it thus. 
re was an Engliſh Prieſt that daily ſaid the Maſs of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
ecauſe he had not skill to ſay any other ; who being accuſed, was ſuſpended 
by St. Thomas from his Office for his want of Skill. St. Thomas on « 
time bad hidden hs Hair-ſhirt under his Bed, that at a convenient ſeaſon he 


mus, p.73. might ſecretly ſow it : The Bleſſed Virgin appeared to the foreſaid Prieſt, ani 


commanded him to go to Thomas, and tell him, that the Mother of Grd had 
granted leave to the Prieſt that daily celebrated her Maſs, and was ſuſpended, 
to officiate again; by this token, that ſhe, for whoſe love he ſaid Maſs, had 


ſowed his Hair-ſpirgvhat lay in ſuch a place, and had left the Red Hair with 
which ſhe, {ſox#ed it. Thomas hearing this, was amazed, and found it [6 
as the Prieſt related , and gave him power hereupon to officiate. 


A Fowl is turn'd into a Carp for $t. Thomas hu Conveniency. 


HE Engliſh Legend relates in the Life of St. Thomas, That when 
he was at Rome, upon a Faſting-day, a Fowl being provided for 
his Dinner, becauſe no Fiſh could be bought, the Capon was miracu- 


louſly turned into a Carp, rather than the Holy Man ſhould break the 
Orders of the Churca. | | ; 
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by St. Thomas a Becket. 39 


How God miraculouſly vindicated Thomas againſt his Enemies in 
his Life-time. | 


Ow St. Thomas being accounted the King's Enemy, began to be pgjyq. 
N contermned, and hated by the common People,that c:ming to a Virgel. 
Town called Srrode, the Inhabitants of that Place meaning to put an Ang" 
affront npon this good Deſpiſed Father, preſumed to cut off his Horſes 4 - 
Tail which he rode upon : but hereby they brought a perpetual re- of 
proach upon theraſelves; for afterwards it fell out, by the Pleaſure of 
God, that all the Race of thoſe Men that committed this Fact, were 
born with Tails, like Brute Beaſts ; whence the Proverb comes of Ken- 
tiſh Long-tails. 


The Wonderful Judzments of Thomas a Becket's Mardercrs. 


LL Men ſhunned their Company , and none eat or drank with Hoveden, 
A them ; they caſt the Fragments of their Meat to the Dogs, and #7. 
when they had faſted chem, they would eat no more of th-in: ſo ma. F597 
nifeſt was God's Vengeance, that they who contemned the Lord's Anoin- 
ted , were even contemned by Dogs. A Canoniz'd Hiſtorian adds fur- Antonin. 
ther, That of thoſe who killed him, ſome with their Teeth gnawed off H:/7. To.2. 
their own Fingers in pieces, others had their Bodies flowing with Cor- 7: 79” 
rupt Matter, others were diſſolved by the Pally , and others miſerably 
died of Madneſs. 


Certain Viſtons, Revelations and Miracles relating to $'. Thomas 
a Becket's Death, 


Little before St. Thomas returned out of Baniſhment, it was reveal- Antonin. 
ed to him, that a few days after his return he ſhould go to Hea- Hf. To.2. 
ren by dying a Martyr; and we are told that while he way praying at 7 706. 
the Monaſtery of Pontiniac, he heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, O Harpſ 
inomas, Thomas, my Church ſhall be glorified in thy Blood, A certain field's 
roung Man being under an Infirmity, his Soul went out of his Body, Hu. Ecc! 
ard returned again 3 and he ſaid he had been wrapt up into Heaven, Ang/- 
2d ſaw an empty Seat mightily adorned, placed among the Apoſtles; * 2+ 
4nd when he asked for whom that magnificent Seat was prepared , 
:n Angel anſwered, it was reſerved for a certain great Prieſt of the En- 
7/1Nation ; which was underſtood of St. Thomas. Heraclirrs alſo, the Capgrave 
Vatriarch of Feruſalem, coming into England, related this Viſion. A cer- 32 the 
tain Fryer was ſick to Death in a Monaſtery of the Holy Land, the Abbot £97 of 
deſired him to certify him of his ſtate afier Death, which he promiſed, ee 
and cyed. A few days after he appeared to the Abbot, and told him " 
ze enjoyed the Viſion of God ; and that you may.not doubt of my Hap». 
pineis, know, faith he, That when I was carried by Ange!'s jnto "—_ 
there 


40. Miracles ſaid to be wrought 


there came a great Man with an unſpeakable admirably Proceſſion follow- 
ing him of Angels, Patriarchs, Prophets, and Apoſtles, 8c. This Man 
ſtood before the Lord as a Martyr, all his Head being torn, and his 
Blood ſeeming to diſtil from the cletts of his Wounds. To whom the 
Lord ſaid. O Thomas, thus it becomerh thee to enter into the Court of 
the Lord ; and added, I will give no le\s Glory to thee, than that I have 
beſtowed on Perer. Ard the Lord took a mighty golden Crown, and put 
i on his Head. The Fryer added, Know for certain , that Thomas of 
Canterbury is ſlain about this time. mark my words, and obſerve the 
: time : And fo he vaniſhed. This the Abbot told to the Patriarch, who 
Hoveden Telated itin Fngland. tefore St. Thomas was buried, as he lay in the 
Hiſt. p. Quire upon the Bier, in the morning, lifting up his Right Hand, he gave 
oP his Zenedittion to the Monks. 
Crſarius A certain Soldier, a great Lover of St. Thomas, was enquiring eve- 
Dialog. Ty where, How he might ger any of his Reliques ? Which a crafty 
d4:ft. 8.c. Prieſt hearing, ar whoſe Houſe he ſojourned, ſaid to him, | have by me 
_ a Pridle which Se Thomas long uſed ; which the Soldier hearing, gave 
him the Money he asked for ir, and received the Eridle wich much De- 
votion. And God, to whom nothing is impoſlidie, willing to reward 
the Faith of the Soldier, vouchiaſed ro work many Miracles by that 
Bridle in Honour of his Martyr ; which the Sold:er conſidering, buile a 
Church in Honour of St. Thomas, and, inſtead of Reliques, put therein 
this Bridle of the cheating Prieſt. | 


Mighty Wonders performed in the Behalf of thrſe that »invoke } 
St. Thomas's help. | 


Feſtsv. fol. T Here was a Bird, ſays the Feftivale, that was taught co ſpeak, ard 
£0.45 An- could ſay St. Thomas ; it hapned that this Bird fitting our of his 
roninus Cage, a Spar Hawk eiz'd on it, and was ready to kiſl it; but the Bird 
loc. citat. crying, Sr. Thomas help, the Spar-Hawk fell down dead. 
<9 King Lewrs of France Was extraordinarily heard, for coming over 
Peramb.of £0 Offer at this Saints 'Tomb at Canterbury, and praying for a ſafe Pal- 
Kenr, p. ſage, he obtained chat neither he, nor any other from thenceforth that 
143- cretled the Seas between Dover and Withſsnd, ſhuld ſuffer any Loſs of 
Shipwreck. 
abok. Again, A ſpecial Friend of Thomar, being under an Infirmity, came 
nu. Ibid. £©o the Tomb of the Saint, to pray for rhe recovery of his healch,which 
he received to the full : But being return'd home, he thought within 
himſelf, chac perhaps chat Infirmity was inflicted on him for his Salva- 
tion, and was for the greater profit of his Soul-than Health was; and 
therefore returning to the Sepulchre of the Saint, he prayed, That wh; 
ſhould moſt condace to his Salvation, whetber Sickneſs or Health, that Tho- 
mas would chrain it for him of the Lord, Whereupon his [rfirmity 1e- 


turi.ed again upon him. , St. 
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by Thomas a Becket. 41 
St. Thomas's Civility ro other Saints in the matter of Cures. 


Clerk having been troubled with Vomiting, and a'bloody Flux, Capgr.oir- 
and a Pain in his Eyes, that he was almoſt blind, he had for 15 - _ 
days together implored the Martyrs help at Canterbury : to whom St. . rt. fol, 
Th:mas at laſt appeared, and bid him riſe quickly, and go to Durrham * * 
to St. Cuthbert, and by his Merits he ſhould obtain Mercy and Health: 
' For (aid he ) Iwill have my languiſhing Patients and Servants go to him 


for Cure, and hs come to me. And the firſt day he came thicher he was 
cured. 


The peculiar YVeneration paid to $t. Thomas's Shrine, even above 
that of the Bleſſed Virgin, or that of Feſus Chriſt. 


E are told of -an Hundred thouſand People, that in ſome years, W. Sum- 

have come to pay their Devotions to his Shrine: Nay mores Ooty 
that their Zeal towards him was ſo hot, as ſometimes they ſeemed to -4 - ona 
have bur little conſideration of the bleſſed Virgin her ſelf, and none at © 
all of Chriſt. For there being three Altars in the Church of Canter- _ by 
bury, one dedicated to Chriſt, another to the Virgin Mary, anda third Hiſtory of 
to Thomas. We are told out of an old Lieger-Book of that Church, that pop; 
one Year the Offerings at the Shrine of Thomas amounted to 954 /. Treaſons, 


65. 34, when thoſe to the bleſſed Virgin came only to 47. 15s. 8 d, KX6. p- 17+ 
| and to Chriſt nothing at all. 


Of a Man that had his Eyes put out, and his Privities cut off, and 
was made perfett again by $t, Thomas. 


N E Eilwardus having in his Drink broke into a Man's houſe, and 

ſtole ſome of his Goods, ſuch an Action of Felony was laid 
againſt him, that he was condemned to have his Eyes put out, and his 
Privities to be cut off, which Sentence was executed upon him ; and 
he being in danger of Death by bleeding, was counſelled to pray to 
St. Thomas. In the Night he had a Viſion of one in white Apparel, 
who bid him watch and pray, and put bis Truſt in God, and our Lady,and 
boly St. Thomas. The next day the Man rubbing his Eyes, they were 
reſtored ; and a little affer rubbing the other place, his Pendenda, ( as 
be calls them ) were alſo reſtored, very ſmall at the firſt, but growing Brev. Re- 
{til] gregter, which he permicted every one to feel that would. No man. an- 
doubt the old Rowan Breviary points at this Story, when it ſays thus : #4-/*4.9- 
Thomas ſtretched out his powerful hand to unuſual and unheard of Won- , Membri 
ders: For even they that were deprived of their Eyes, and of thoſe parts -»9-—"g 
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vy woich Mankind is propagated * , by his Merits bad the Favor to receive = priva- 
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T he Hiſtory of St. Patrick, and his Miracles. 


"50 t. Patrick, alias Socher, the great Apoſtle of Ire/and, in A. D. 361, 
hurft. ap. was: born in the South-Welt Coaſt of Britany among the Dimetor 
Hareum. in the Province called Pembrokeſhire. His Father was Caltphurnizs, a 
17. Mart. Bri:iſh Frieft or Deacon ; his Mother Concha, the Siſter of St. Martin 
Se. Beds Biſhop'cf Tewur:s. The Village where he was born, was called Ban- 
' © nava, Where anciently Gyants are ſaid to have dwelt. 
Antiq. But Socher, afterwards called Patrick, was, in the Sixteenth year of 
G!ulon.mm his Age, led away Captive in an Incurſion made by the Pits into 
Patricio. Eygland, and fold to a Noble-man in the Northern parts of Ireland. 
OY. Six Whole Years the devout Youth ſpent in this ſlavery, all the while 
23s. addreſſing bis Prayers to God an hundred times aday, and as off in the 
Foce!in. in night, uſing great Mortification hkewiſe ; ſo that with thefe two wings 
it. $ Pa- he mounted to ſuch Perfeftion, as he enjoy'd a frequent Converſation 
7464.6. with Angels. And particularly in Capgraze, we read how an Angel, 
DY called Vi#or, frequently viſited him, and ſaid ro him, Theu doſt wery 
well to. faſt, ere long thou ſhalt return to thy Counirey. But after ſix 
In Antiq. Yeagxs ſlavery, St. Patrick, by the admonirtion of an Angel, found un- 
449 uy dera certain Turf a Sum of .Gold; which he gave to his Lord, and fo 
7 was delivered from Captivity, and returned to his Parents Countrey, 
which he gloriouſly illuſtrated with the admirable Sanctity of his 
Life. | 
Aﬀterwards repairing to Rome, he received his Miſſion for the Con- 
S verſion of Ireland, from Pope Celeſtinas, Who changed his Name to 
Staniburſt P,jxicius, as prophecying he ſhould be the ſpiritual Father of many 
"Y Ms Souls, and ſo was promoted to his Epiſcopal Dignity, and directed to 
© his Voyage into Jre/and; and at the ſame time received of the Pope 
twelve Years of Indulgence. | 
The 11; Magicians gave this warning of St. Patrick's coming into 
Ireland ſeveral Years before, ſaying, A Man will come hither with his 
- Wood, whoſe Table ſhall be placed on the Eaſtcrn fide of his Houſe, and 
Ap. Cap- (ome perſons flanding behind, together with the other, from the Table will 
gon uy: ſings and the Congregation will anſwer them, ſaying, Amen. When this 
' - Man cemes he will deſtroy cur” Gods, ſubvert our Temples, deſtroy Princes 
which reſiſt him, and his Dottrine ſhall remain and prevail bere for 
eUVer. 
Jocelm.in Now the piece of Wood foretold by thoſe Magicians, is interpreted 
_— P23 2 certain wonderful Staff which St. Patrick, befere his Journey, recei- 
= "©. ved from an Huly Hermit, ard which was calleu, The Staff of Feſus., Now 
the Hiſtory of that Stall is as tollows ; . 
: f, 
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T he Hiftory of St. Patrick, and hs Mrratrev 

Sr. Patrick by Divine Revelation paſs'd over to a certain ſolitary Her- 
mit living in an Iſland of the Tyrrhen Sea. whole name was Fuſtrs, which 
he made good by his Ations, being a Man of a Holy Life, great fame, 
and much merit. After devour Salutations and good Diſcourſe, the 
ſame Man of God gave to St. Patrick a Staff, which he ſeriouſly affirmed 
had been beſtowed on him immediately by the hand of our Lord 7eſus 
himfelf, who had appeared to him. 

Now there were in the ſame Iſland at ſome diſtance other Men alfo 
who liv'd folitary Lives : Of which ſome ſeem'd very freſh and youthful, 
others were decrepid old Men. St. Patrick after ſome converſation with 
them, was informed that thoſe very old Men were Children to thoſe who 
appeared ſo youthful. Ar which being aſtoniſh'd, and enquiring the 
occaſion of ſo great a Miracle, they thus acquainted him, ſaying, We 
from our Childhoc'l by Divine Grace have been much addifted ro Works of 
Mercy, ſo that our Doors were always epen to all Trawellers which demanded 
Meat or Lodging. On a certain Night it hapned that a Stranger, bawing a 
Staff in his hand, was entertain'd by us, whom we uſed with all the Ceurte- 
fre we could. On the Morning after be gave us bis Benediftion, and ſaid, 1 
am Jeſus Chriſt : My Members you have hitherto oft miniſtred to, and this 
Night entertain'd me in my cwn Perſon. After this be gave the Staff which 
he had in his hand to a Man of God, our Father both ſpiritually and car- 
nally, cemmanding him to keep it, till in ſucceeding times a certain Stranger, 
named Patrick, ſhculd come to wiſit him: and to bim he ſhould give it. Ha- 
wing ſaid this, he preſently aſcended into Heaven. And from that day we 
have remained in the [ame ſtate of youthful Comlineſs and Vigour to this hour. Girald. 
IWherens cur Children, who then were lutle Infants, are now, as you ſee, be- Cambrenſ, 
come decrepid 0/d Men, Farther, in the vulgar Opinion with this Staff *? = 
St. Patrick caſt out of the iſland all Venomous Beaſts. ; 294 | 

St. Patrick landed in the Province of Leſter in the Year 432. Where * 
having converted S:nel the Son of Finchado, he diretted his Journey in- 
to Ul/ter, where one Dicon coming ſuddenly with Weapons, intended 
to kill the Saint and his Companions. Bur as ſoon as he ſaw the Holy 
Biſhop's face, he fele compundction in his hearr, led the Saint to his 
Houſe, had the Faith of Chr: preacht to him, and was converted. 

While St. Patrick remain'd in Ireland, the Holy Son of God ſhew'd Matr.Paris 
him a Den, into which whoſoever entred and ftaid there the (pace of one fel. 73. 
Day and Night, he was purged from all the Sins he had commirted in 
his whole Life ; and contmuing in the Love of God, he might ſee all the 
Torments of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Bleſſed. And long after 
him, an 7: Soldier, in the Reign of King Stephen, entred this Purgato- 
ry of St. Patrick, ſaw all the Puniſhments there inflicted, and had allo 
a full view of the Terreſtrial Paradiſe which Man loſt by his Fall : And 
at his return to Earth again, gave the King a perfect Account of thoſe 


Regions, After 
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oro 97. Fattick, and his Miracles. 
e _ Aﬀer eight years labouring in our Lord's Vineyard in Ireland, to the 
cell 18 Converſion of.that Iſland, St. Patrick return'd to Britany, and fo went on 
198 * to Rome, there to give an Account of his Apoſtleſhip. Art his return 

thence to his Native Countrey, he retired to Glaftenbury, where he fore- 
Antic. told with the Tongue and Spirit of Prophecy many unforcunate, and 
Glaſton #2 many proſperous things which in future times ſhould befall Britany : and 
_ 2019 Moreover foreſaw and foretold the SanCtity of St. David who was in his 
xr | Mother's Womb. And at laſt yielded to Nature in the thirty ninth year 
Avam de after his return to the ſaid Iſland, and was buried in the Old Church on 
Domer- . the Right hand of the Altar by DireCtion of an Angel, a great flame like- 
ham. Joan. wiſe in the ſight of all breaking forth in the ſame place. He lived one 


Monz* hundred and eleven years. 
chus. 
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Certain Iriſh Saints that performed Wonderful Converſions. 


Colganus Ct. Rzoci. entertained St. eZdus the Biſhop, and ſer a great Supper of 
. a46 Feb. \ Fleſh before him, buc the Biſhop would not eat Fleſh, but bleſling 
© Riochi he Meat, it was turned into Bread, and Fiſh, and Honey, And in the 
per 263, Life of Sr. Moedoc we are told, That when St. Molua had killed a far 
Calf for to receive him, hearing that St. Moedoc did not eat Fleſh, he 
bleiſed eight pieces of Fleſh, and they became eight Fiſhes ; bur the Bi- 
ſhop knowing by Inſpiration how they were made Fiſhes, he bleſſed 
Colzanus them-again, and they were turned again into eight pieces of Fleſh ; 
= TT, which. $!. Malua (eeing, he. was diſpleaſed ; for he had no other Fiſhes 
Res. in his Monaſtery, and therefore before them all, he bleſſed them again, 
». 221, and they became right Fiſhes the ſecond time, and here the Conteſt 
; ceaſed 3 and for the Honour of St. Melua , he was contented to feed 
upon them. | 
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. Some Books lately printed for R. Baldwin. 


HE Tryal of Philip Stansfield, Son to Sir James Stansfield of New-Milns, for 
the murther of his Father, and other Crimes Libell'd againſt him, Feb.7. 1688. 

The Revolter ; A Tragi-comedy : Acted between the Hind and Panther, and 
Relig1o Laict, &C. 

An Hiſtorical Relation of ſeveral Great and Learned Remaniſts who did embrace 
rhe Proteſtant Religion, with the Reaſons of their Change, delivered in-their own 
Words ; Collected chietly from the moſt Eminent Hittorians of the Roman Perſua- 
fion : ro which is added, a Catalogue of ſeveral Great Perſons of the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion who hath ail along oppos'd the Tenets of rhe Church of Rome. 

A Letter of Advice ro a Young Lady, being Mortives and Directions ro eſtabliſh 
her in the Proteſtant Religion : written by a Perſon of Honour, and made publick 
for the uſe of that Sex. '0 | | 

A Seaſonable Collection of Plain Texts of Scripture (in words at length, againſt 
ſersral, Points in the Rowſh Religion) for the Uſe of Engliſh Proteſtants. 
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